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Massive Reductions in Soot From “Sooty Six” Plants Revealed and Celebrated

Advocates call on DPUC to finish the job by funding consumer energy efficiency programs 

Bridgeport— Just eleven years ago, aging Connecticut power plants pumped thousands of tons of soot into the air due to a loophole in the Clean Air Act.  The sulfur dioxide emissions triggered thousands of asthma attacks across the state and 97% of Connecticut residents breathed air which failed to meet EPA standards.  Today, the organizations active in the successful Sooty Six clean-up campaign release, for the first time, the results of the 2002 law- a 86% drop in SO2 emissions from the six plants.

In 1997 Clean Water Action and the Toxics Action Center formed the Connecticut Coalition for Clean Air and worked together with residents across the state to press for pollution reductions.  Through grassroots strength, the Coalition successfully waged a five-year battle against well-connected lobbyists and well funded business opposition.

 “We were brand new to lobbying at the Capitol and were up against dozens of full time lobbyists that first year” said Brooke Suter, former Clean Water Action CT Program Director and National Campaign Director for the Clean Air Task Force. “Through ups and downs our conviction was not shaken since we were fighting for what is right – healthy air for Connecticut residents.


The Coalition was made up of over 150 organizations and included over 500,000 Connecticut residents who were dedicated to the campaign as well as canvassers who knocked on doors around the state.

"We held community trainings to help ordinary citizens who were inspired to support this legislation, and worked to broaden the coalition,” said Alyssa Schuren of the Toxics Action Center. “In the end it was citizens meeting with legislators, testifying in committees, showing up at rallies and not letting the issue drop despite being seriously out spent each year that won the campaign.”

Six years after the legislation passed into law, the numbers are in and there have been large reductions at all six plants. Clean Water Action analyzed EPA data for years before (1998-2000) and after (2005-2007) the clean-up.  Comparing the average annual soot emissions shows:

Bridgeport Harbor Station – 72% reduction in soot 

Middletown Plant- 83% reduction in soot 

Milford (Devon) Plant – 99.9% reduction in soot 

Montville (NRG) Plant – 92% reduction in soot 

New Haven Harbor Plant – 91% reduction in soot

Norwalk Harbor Plant – 90% reduction in soot
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“These numbers are staggering,” said Ann Berman, president of the Milford Environmental Concerns Coalition living in Milford active in the Sooty Six. “Seeing these numbers makes me realize all that hard work was well worth it.”

Many credit the Sooty Six campaign where grassroots activism overcame tremendous business opposition for starting a new era of environmental progress in the state. Since the passage of the Sooty Six law, Connecticut passed the nation's first bill to reduce mercury from power plants (90% by 2008), and passed a mandatory global warming limits law earlier this year.  On Thursday, Connecticut participated in the first auction of global warming pollution permits in the nation as part of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative to cut power plant global warming emissions.

One of the key legislative leaders who worked on the Sooty Six is Senate President Pro Tempore Donald Williams. As chairman of the environment committee, he helped lead the charge at the capitol to pass the Sooty Six bill.

“Seeing the Sooty Six bill signed into law was one of my proudest moments as a legislator,” said Senate President Pro Tempore Donald Williams. “It is extremely gratifying to see the actual emissions numbers that show this legislation has had real impact on sulfur dioxide emissions. In the next session and beyond I will continue to fight for a clean, efficient energy future for us all.”

During the event the organizers and citizen activists from the campaign were asked to share a memory of the campaign and how it has shaped their lives since then. It was clear many of the ordinary citizens turned activists have continued to stay involved on clean air and energy efficiency issues.

“I remember camping out in the bed of my pick up truck overnight in the legislative garage so I would get to testify early” said Andy Bauer of Portland who was active with the Sooty Six campaign. “Since the passage of the bill I’m been very involved with my town’s Clean Energy Task Force and continue to press my legislators to fund energy efficiency programs which cut pollution and save money.”

“The spirit of the Sooty Six campaign did not end in 2002.  Since then, many of the same citizen volunteers have fought for a clean and efficient energy future in their homes, towns and at the state capitol,” said Roger Smith, Campaign Director for Clean Water Action.  “We can take the next step and help retire the oldest and most expensive power plants by investing in consumer energy efficiency programs.  The DPUC is currently considering tripling investments in efficiency which could hold keep peak usage flat and actually reduce electricity consumption over the next decade.  It’s the difference between building more power plants or getting to pick which ones to retire."
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Chart compares average annual emissions pre clean-up (1998-2000) and post (2005-07)








