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          CITY OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT





 A Peace Messenger City

      New Haven Peace Commission


January 8, 2009

Editor

New Haven Register

Dear Sir:

The City of New Haven Peace Commission welcomes the current discussion on the tragic violence on the streets that has beset the youth of our City. In the first days of the Peace Commission, we brought together the various street gangs that existed to try to stem the violence. Today, the draining of illegal wars of any opportunities, the foreclosures of their parent’s homes, the widespread unemployment, the bleakness of their future, have produced the consequences we mourn.

We know the value of symbolism, while not substituting for concrete policies to alleviate the conditions, in moving us to action. We have submitted a resolution to the Board of Aldermen calling for the Annual observance of the United Nations International Day of Peace, September 21st, by planting a tree in each neighborhood dedicated to peace We can place a plaque as we did in East Rock Park or the flower bed in the Peace Garden in West River.

This resolution comes out of proposal by the City of Suwon, South Korea at a  meeting of the Executive Board of the International Association of Peace Messenger Cities, of which New Haven is the International President, that every  City follow their example by planting a tree, a piece of nature, on that day as a symbol of  the unity of nature and peace. The City Council of Cambridge, Massachusetts, has adopted that proposal, adding that the trees should be planted in neighborhoods plagued by violence. 

There could be a ceremony memorializing the youth who have died in tragic, meaningless violence.  The plaque could contain the names of the youth from the neighborhood. Each year there could be a coming together of the neighborhood to reassert a commitment to peace. 


Peace is indivisible. There cannot be wars and violence abroad and peace at home. One breeds the other. We ask for support for the Resolution we have brought before the Board of Aldermen.

Yours in Peace, 
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Alfred L. Marder

Chairman
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