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SEN. MEYER HAILS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S REJECTION OF BROADWATER APPEAL 

Hartford, CT – State Senator Ed Meyer (D-Branford), Senate Chair of the legislature’s Environment Committee, today welcomed news of the outright rejection by the U.S. Department of Commerce of the appeal by Broadwater Energy to build a floating liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal on Long Island Sound. Rejection by the U.S. Department of Commerce upheld a previous ruling by New York State to deny Broadwater’s application citing incompatibility with its Coastal Management Program.
Senator Meyer was a steadfast opponent of the Broadwater proposal from the start. 
“Today’s decision by the federal government underscores the unique stature of Long Island Sound and the strong opinion of local jurisdictions that the aesthetic, environmental and economic contributions of the Sound to residents of two states must not to be undermined or sold to the highest bidder,” Senator Meyer said. “In my mind, the irony all along about the Broadwater vision was the extent to which it would have utterly dismantled progress we’ve made over the past 20 years to restore the water quality and integrity of Long Island Sound.”

“The Broadwater proposal was the embodiment of the Bush Administration’s failure to envision or articulate any comprehensive energy plan for our region or the nation; I hope today’s news signals new direction in that regard by the Obama Administration,” Senator Meyer added.
“What’s needed for our future energy independence and national security is a federal energy policy based upon environmental sustainability, not just profiteering, and today’s decision in Washington is a most encouraging sign of that.”
Senator Meyer noted that a bill working through the General Assembly this session would create with New York a permanent, bi-state commission to consider all comparable proposals for the Sound, recognizing increasing demand for commercial and industrial development.

“In the throes of this deep recession in particular, it is incumbent upon us to remain vigilant so that we can deliver Long Island Sound to future generations in good condition,” Senator Meyer concluded. “Going forward, there’s no question there will be additional attempts to forsake that magnificent estuary and try to generate much-needed revenue.”
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