Simmons Opposes Sotomayor Confirmation
(MYSTIC) - Rob Simmons, candidate for U.S. Senate, made the following statement today in opposition to the nomination of the Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme Court.  
“As a United States Senator, I would consider it my first responsibility to defend the Constitution and the interests of my constituents.  Despite Judge Sotomayor’s impressive personal story, she denied justice to a group of Connecticut firefighters virtually without explanation.  They deserved better, and the Supreme Court agreed.  Thus, I could not in good conscience reward her with a promotion at the expense of my constituents whose promotions she unfairly denied.  

“I am also troubled by Judge Sotomayor’s statements that suggest a misunderstanding of the proper role of the judiciary.  The courts are not “where policy is made” as Judge Sotomayor has said.  Policy is made by the elected representatives of the people, and it is the role of the courts only to apply the Constitution and laws, not make their own.  The Ricci case is one example of Sotomayor’s misapplication of the law with serious real life consequences for these Connecticut residents.  I had hoped to give Judge Sotomayor the benefit of the doubt, but nothing in her confirmation hearings resolved these fundamental conflicts.”
