Budget Fact Sheet
· Proposed City budget= $476 million

· Proposed Education Operating Budget= $176 million

· NHCAN (a group of city residents) is attempting to rally community support for a 10% across the board cut to the City budget.  This would result in a cut of $46 million. This can’t be done without a significant portion coming from the education budget.

· What does this mean? A 10% cut to the education budget would result in a decrease of $17.6 million in education funding: 

· Larger class sizes

· Position eliminations: fewer teachers and paras

· Program cuts

· Growth of the achievement gap

· Cuts to arts, music and gym

· NO SCHOOL CHANGE

· Education budget has already been significantly cut:

· 0% increase in education budget in FY 09-10 (despite raising costs)
· Position eliminations

· Help to educate your friends and neighbors about the importance of protecting the education budget. Help them to say no to a $17.6 million cut in education funding (an average $400,000 cut to every school which translates to the salaries of 8 teachers per school). 

· The only way for the City to move forward, increase economic stability, increase public safety and prepare our children to succeed in an increasingly competitive global market, we must achieve school change:

· Reduce achievement gap

· Cut drop-out rate in half

· Ensure that all of our children have the opportunity to go to college.

· Investing in education and the School Change Initiative is crucial to our City’s future.  Your children are counting on you to protect their schools in the budget. 

· NHCAN is turning out residents in large numbers to fight against the budget which would diminish the quality of your child’s education. We need you to unite to let the Board of Aldermen know that we must preserve education and make the investments our children deserve to provide them with high quality education and opportunities for the long-run. 

· Attend the April 28th Rally at City Hall and the Board of Aldermen Public Hearing that same evening. Stand up and speak up for your children. West Haven turned out 500 parents for a similar event this week to stand up for their children. Participate and protect your children’s future, New Haven’s future.

