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GOOD EVENING AND, THANK YOU FOR THE DEMOCRATIC ENDORSEMENT FOR MAYOR. AS I TOLD EACH OF YOU WHEN I'VE CALLED OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS:
· I DO NOT TAKE YOUR SUPPORT FOR GRANTED;
· I FEEL BLESSED TO HAVE A JOB I ENJOY SO MUCH; AND
· THAT I WOULD NOT ASK FOR THIS ENDORSEMENT AND ANOTHER TERM AS YOUR MAYOR, IF I DID NOT KNOW THAT THERE ARE TRULY GREAT THINGS WE CAN DO TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS.  

PLEASE WELCOME KATHY DESTEFANO.  KATHY AND I MET AS UNDERGRADUATES AT UCONN 34 YEARS AGO.  WE'VE BEEN MARRIED FOR 32 YEARS, HAVE RAISED TWO BOYS - BOTH WILBUR CROSS GRADUATES WITH DAN GOING ON TO UCONN AND LIVING AND WORKING IN BOSTON; AND JIM GETTING AWAY FROM US AND GOING TO PROVIDENCE COLLEGE, AND NOW LIVING AND WORKING IN NYC. PLEASE SAY HELLO TO THE BEST KINDERGARTEN TEACHER IN CT - KATHY DESTEFANO! 
 

BEFORE I SAY A WORD ABOUT WHAT I AM FOR, LET ME SAY WHAT I AM NOT. 

· I AM NOT A CANDIDATE OF A SECTION, OR A GROUP, OF THE CITY.  EVERYDAY I AIM TO BE MAYOR OF ALL OF NEW HAVEN;
· I AM NOT A CANDIDATE OF ONE ISSUE.  EVERYDAY I AIM TO BALANCE THE   CHOICES BETWEEN ALL THE THINGS WE'D LIKE TO DO, WITH THOSE WHICH WE MUST DO; AND
· I AM NOT A CANDIDATE WHO IS AGAINST ANYONE.  EVERYDAY I AIM TO SEE THE THINGS WE SHARE, RATHER THAN THE THINGS THAT DIVIDE US. 

I AM NOT A CANDIDATE OF ONE SECTION, OR ONE GROUP.
I AM NOT A CANDIDATE OF ONE ISSUE.
I AM NOT A CANDIDATE WHO IS AGAINST ANYONE. 
 
EVERYDAY I AIM TO BE MAYOR OF ALL OF THE CITY. 

YO SOY ALCALDE PARA TODOS, TODOS, DE LA CIUDAD!   

THAT’S BECAUSE I BELIEVE NEW HAVEN IS AT IT'S BEST WHEN IT IS BIG ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE.  WHERE EVERYONE SHARES THE RIGHTS - AND RESPONSIBILITIES - OF MEMBERSHIP IN COMMUNITY, IN NEW HAVEN, AND, IN OUR SELF INTEREST IN ONE ANOTHER. 

SO WHAT IS OUR SELF INTEREST IN ONE ANOTHER, AT THIS MOMENT, IN NEW HAVEN? 
 

FIRST IS TO RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE IN THE TOUGHEST NATIONAL ECONOMY OF MOST OF OUR LIFETIMES.  THAT RECOVERY IS GOING SLOW, THAT PEOPLE ARE BEING HURT - BUT, BUT, THAT NEW HAVEN CAN AND IS COMPETING SUCCESSFULLY WITH ANY CITY IN AMERICA AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO AS LONG AS WE STAY FOCUSED, AND NEVER BACK UP. 
 

SECOND, WE NEED TO STAY FOCUSED ON JOB AND PROPERTY TAX GROWTH.  IT IS THE ONLY WAY THAT WE CAN HELP WORKERS SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES, AND, PROVIDE THE CITY SERVICES THAT PEOPLE NEED WITHOUT INCREASING THE MILL RATE.
· AND THAT MEANS SUPPORT OF INSTITUTIONAL ED AND MED RESEARCH;
· THAT MEANS DEVELOPING THE LAND AND BUILDINGS TO HOST THE RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY AND SERVICE COMPANIES, ALONG WITH THE HOUSING AND RETAIL THAT WILL PROVIDE JOBS AT ALL SKILL LEVELS THROUGHOUT THE CITY, AND, PAY TAXES; AND,
· OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS THAT MEANS CLOSING AND DEMOLISHING RT. 34, REBUILDING CHURCH STREET SOUTH, AND, CONTINUING TO GROW SCIENCE PARK. 

WE NEED THOSE JOBS AND TAXES.  CAN WE DO THIS? YES WE CAN!  
 

THIRD, WE NEED TO STAY FOCUSED ON VIOLENCE REDUCTION.
· IN PAST YEARS THAT HAS MEANT ATTENTION TO LARGE, HIERARCHAL DRUG GANGS.  AND IT STILL DOES WITH EVERY RESOURCE WE AND OUR FEDERAL AND STATE PARTNERS HAVE;
· IN PAST YEARS THAT HAS MEANT ROBUST COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS WITH MANAGEMENT TEAMS, BLOCK WATCHES, YOUNG PEOPLE, BUSINESSES AND BEAT COPS.  AND IT STILL DOES;
BUT NOW IT ALSO MEANS PERSISTENT ATTENTION TO THE 125, AND GROWING, PRISONER RELEASES TO NEW HAVEN EACH AND EVERY MONTH, THAT JOINS THE 5,000 ALREADY LIVING IN THE CITY ON PROBATION, PAROLE OR EARLY RELEASE.  THEY ARE COMING BACK TO NEW HAVEN WITH FEW SKILLS, A DIFFICULT ECONOMY, AND EMPLOYERS WHO HAVE LOTS OF OTHER CHOICES ABOUT WHO THEY HIRE; 

NEW HAVEN, ALONG WITH OUR STATE PARTNERS, IS NOW ENGAGED IN A UNIQUE AND AGGRESSIVE EFFORT TO IDENTIFY, BEFORE RELEASE, THOSE MOST LIKELY TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES, AND THOSE MOST LIKELY TO TAKE UP WHERE THEY LEFT OFF.   WE ALL MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO PROVIDE GOOD CHOICES FOR THOSE WILLING TO MAKE THEM, AND, FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT TO  ENGAGE THOSE WHO WON'T. 

WE NEED NEW HAVEN TO BE BIG ENOUGH TO TAKE ON THIS JOB.  AND CAN WE DO THIS?  YES WE CAN! 
 

AND FINALLY, WE NEED TO PROVIDE THE MOST POSITIVE OPPORTUNITIES THAT WE CAN FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, EVEN IN THESE INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT TIMES:
· SO THAT WE STOP THIS PRISON MERRY GO AROUND;
· SO THAT WE CAN BUILD THE NATION'S MOST COMPETITIVE WORKFORCE; AND,
· SO THAT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE CAN LIVE THE PROMISE OF AMERICA:  THAT IF YOU WORK HARD, IF YOU FOLLOW THE RULES, YOU CAN DO BETTER THAN YOUR PARENTS. 

AND THAT MEANS NEW HAVEN SCHOOL CHANGE:

· GRADING SCHOOLS;
· OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE TEACHERS UNION THAT PERMITS US TO RECONSTITUTE LOW PERFORMING SCHOOLS AND EXTEND THE LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL DAY AND YEAR AS NEEDED.  A PARTNERSHIP THAT THE NEW HAVEN AFT PRESIDENT WILL BE ADDRESSING BEFORE THE U.S. CONGRESS TOMORROW, AT THEIR INVITATION;
· A PORTFOLIO APPROACH TO SCHOOL MANAGEMENT, PARENT SURVEYS OF THE SCHOOLS. 

AND THAT WORK IS GETTING DONE.  CONNECTICUT TEST SCORES RELEASED TWO WEEKS AGO SHOWED NEW HAVEN STUDENTS PERFORMING AT 2 AND 1/2 TIMES THE STATE AVERAGE.  LET ME SAY THAT AGAIN: 2 AND 1/2 TIMES THE STATE AVERAGE.  SCHOOL CHANGE IS CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP IN NEW HAVEN. 

AND JUST LAST WEEK THE SCHOOL DISTRICT GRADUATED IT'S FIRST CLASS OF NEW HAVEN PROMISE SCHOLARS. 112 NEW HAVEN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES WHO ARE HAVING THEIR COLLEGE TUITION PAID.  AND, OVER 2,000 NEW HAVEN KIDS HAVE SIGNED A PLEDGE TO GET A 3.0 GPA AND 90% ATTENDANCE TO QUALIFY FOR NEW HAVEN PROMISE FULL TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE COMING YEAR.  THAT'S A BIG DEAL FOR ANYPLACE, ANYWHERE IN AMERICA. 

AND THE WORK CONTINUES THIS SUMMER.  5,000 KIDS IN SUMMER SCHOOL ACROSS THE CITY, INCLUDING HERE IN JACKIE ROBINSON.  YOU REMEMBER THE OLD JACKIE ROBINSON BUILDING DON'T YOU?  IT WAS BUILT AND FELT LIKE A PRISON.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS LIKE THIS ARE A CLEAR MESSAGE ABOUT WHAT'S MOST IMPORTANT TO THIS CITY.  OUR KIDS.  OUR KIDS LEARNING IN THE BEST FACILITIES ANYWHERE IN AMERICA.  AND, IN FACT, OVER 2,800 NEW HAVEN RESIDENTS HAVE WORKED BUILDING NEW HAVEN SCHOOLS OVER JUST THE LAST 6 YEARS.
IN 2012 WE NEED TO DO MORE.  CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS, GET MORE PARENTS INVOLVED, AND WORK WITH THE STATE TO DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND TO LET US HAVE A SAY IN THEIR OPERATION. 

THAT'S WHAT DISTINGUISHES NEW HAVEN FROM OTHER PLACES. 

WE KNOW WE ARE BIG ENOUGH TO WANT THE BEST FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE - BECAUSE IF WE ARE NOT FOR THEM, HOW CAN WE BE FOR OURSELVES?     
 

I AM NOT THE CANDIDATE OF A GROUP OR A SECTION.
I AM NOT ABOUT ONE ISSUE.
AND I AM AGAINST NO ONE. 

I AM FOR US. IN THE MOST DIFFICULT OF TIMES I BELIEVE IN US.  LETS COMMIT TO MAKE THE CHOICE AND HARD WORK TODAY, THAT WILL ENSURE THAT NEW HAVEN THRIVES IN THE FUTURE FOR EVERYONE.

 BECAUSE IF WE CANNOT BE FOR ONE ANOTHER, HOW CAN WE BE FOR OURSELVES. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS. 
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