Jeffrey Kerekes for Mayor!

By Michael A. Jefferson, Esq.

Tel. 203-787-5683 

E-mail maj-esq@juno.com

On Tuesday, November 8 voters in the City of New Haven will be presented with yet another opportunity to help change the social, political and economic course of our city.

For me it’s a rather simple choice and that is why I stand before you today in the shadow of Lincoln Bassett Elementary School  - in the heart of the Newhallville community – a community that has been deemed the Promise Land – and give my endorsement for the Mayor of the City of New Haven to Jeffrey Kerekes.

For far too long neighborhoods like Newhallville have been neglected by the current Mayor - John DeStefano.  Each time I walk downtown and see Downtown Ambassadors taking care of “downtown” I wonder why no effort has ever been made to create Neighborhood Ambassadors to take care of our neighborhoods.

Each time I look at a newly constructed school I can’t help but think of the blatant neglect and/or lack of vision on the part of John Destefano in not creating a job placement program that could have put dozens of young African American men to work and off the streets.

Yesterday the news reported that New Haven is the most crime ridden city in the state of Connecticut.  A few weeks ago it was reported that New Haven was the fourth most violent city (for its size) in the country.  No matter whether you question the data or not – the question is why is this city even part of that discussion?

John DeStefano has stood idly by while murder runs rampant in the African American community.   It seems not a week goes by without another shooting – another violent death – under his watch!  The murder toll under his 18 year reign is staggering – yet he does nothing but watch our people die!

On that basis alone John DeStefano has forfeited the right to serve as our Mayor. A more noble man would recognize this – but this Mayor’s arrogance seemingly trumps whatever nobility he can muster.

And while adolescent black boys and young black men are dying in the streets our babies are dying in the cradle. This city’s infant mortality rate, particularly in the black community is alarming and the man who controls every major facet of political life in this city has shown as much interest in curbing this trend as he has shown in curbing the unrelenting violence that grips our city.

We the people must demand change.  No longer can we sit or stand idly by and watch as our schools are sold off to the highest bidder.  Do we need reform in education? – of course we do - but not the reform that’s being promoted by this Mayor and his rubberstamp Board of Education. 

 Real reform is about examining the empirical evidence presented by the research and adopting best practices.  It’s not about putting the fate of our children’s education in the hands of Wall Street and the business community. 

Jeff Kerekes’ candidacy could not have come at a better time.  In Jeff I see a man who is sincere; a man who is passionate about improving the quality of life for the citizen of this city. His call for transparency in city government is refreshing and much needed. And his grasp of the socio-economic issues makes me confident that he can adequately address the myriad of social ills plaguing this city.

Professionally, Jeff is trained to listen to others and as I have observed first hand he is a very good listener.  Many have asked me – do I think Jeff has a chance to beat John DeStefano?  My response is simple.

During the primary elections only 29% of eligible voters came to the poll – roughly 13,400 voters out of 45,000 voters.  Which means 71% of registered Democratic voters did not vote!

Thus, if everyone who voted for Jeff in the primary convinces 5 voters to vote for him in the general election he could make history. If independent and republican voters support this effort  it improves his chances astronomically. If those who supported Tony Dawson and Clifton Graves gave Jeff their support – then his victory would be a foregone conclusion. 

In closing, I want to appeal to the African American community.  Things have not gone well for us under John DeStefano’s 18 year reign as Mayor. A big chunk of that time he spent preparing then running for Governor.

Our communities are in shambles.   Murder is rampant in our community. Crime is rampant.  Unemployment is rampant – with no end in sight. The infant mortality rate is staggering. Our schools have become dropout factories and only in the last few years has John DeStefano made fixing this problem a priority. 

One of the best moves they made is making Kermit Carolina the principal at Hillhouse High School – now the only thing they need to do is bring Gary Highsmith back from Hamden to his home district.

So many people ask – what is wrong with the African American community that we keep voting for this man?  A man who has proven time and time and time again that he is not our friend - that we are not a priority.  That our children do not matter to him nor do the communities in which we live.

If we are to make history we must break with the politics of the past.  Let us be sophisticated and intelligent in our approach to electoral politics.  If the Unions with the huge support of the black community made history in the primary elections then let us again make history in the general elections. We have the numbers.  All we need is the commitment.

The bottom line is: John DeStefano has been around too long! And on Tuesday, November 8  we can tell him thanks John – you’ve done enough – now pack your bags and go home!

On Tuesday November 8 vote for Jeffrey Kerekes for Mayor of the city of New Haven.

