Gary Highsmith’s Endorsement Statement

As a life-long resident of the City of New Haven, I am deeply concerned about the quality of life for everyone who lives here.  After 18 years of John DeStefano’s coercive and bullying leadership tactics, it is time that New Haven had a Mayor who is willing to listen to a wide-range of ideas, and work with people with whom he may even disagree.  Jeffrey Kerekes fits the bill in that he is sincere, trustworthy, smart and humble enough to understand that you get more out of people by lighting a fire inside of them than you do by lighting a fire under them.
 John DeStefano is more than willing to accept praise for things that may go well, but is absolutely unwilling to accept responsibility for long-standing problems to which he has paid scant attention, or has ignored entirely.  Anyone who wants more of the same (high rates of violence and homicides, excessive patronage for campaign workers and those who “know someone”, a Mayor who controls the school system and deliberately stifles freedom of speech, etc), should vote for John DeStefano.  Anyone who wants a leader who is committed to working with people in order to solve our most vexing problems must vote for Jeffrey Kerekes.
Not only am I the product of the New Haven Public School System, I also have two daughters in our schools.  I am also a former NHPS employee, having spent 16 years in the district in the Social Development Department, and as a middle school teacher, assistant principal and elementary school principal. As such, I have a vested interest in the direction and quality of New Haven schools, and I am not willing to allow the system to shortchange my daughters, or any one else’s children.  In supporting Jeffery Kerekis, I am saying no more to:
· John DeStefano’s bullying of school administrators and aspiring administrators by requiring them to make contributions to his campaign, or to pay $200.00 to attend his birthday party

· John DeStefano’s complete control over personnel decisions in the school system

· John DeStefano’s quid pro quo with construction companies and architects who won school construction contracts

· New Haven Public Schools Reform agenda that not only lacks credible research to support it, but in many cases, has research that refutes it
· The New Haven Public Schools’ efforts to only hold teachers and school-based administrators accountable for student achievement, but fails to hold district leaders and parents accountable for such achievement

I could go on.

Suffice to say that this election is about more than just change; it is about ensuring a high-quality education for all of New Haven’s students at a time when receiving such an education is literally a matter of life and death.  New Haven cannot be any better than it is with two more years of John DeStefano, but as bad as things are, we will certainly be worse off with two more years of his leadership.  He has had 18 years to provide effective, honest and caring leadership, and I have yet to see him display these characteristics.  I am supporting Jeffrey Kerekis because he is the better candidate, and, more importantly, he is the better person in this election.
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