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Making the Case
This site, the Route 34 underpass between Union Station and downtown, is a place that every pedestrian in New Haven knows well: it is the only pedestrian path from the city’s major transportation hub (Metro-North, Amtrak and Greyhound) to the center of the city.  This path of poorly lit sidewalks beneath the underpass has been calling for change for decades— a very special transformation is needed!  Currently the pedestrian path is characterized by its damaged surfaces, and dark sidewalks which inspire fear more than anything else. It is, in other words, exactly the wrong message New Haven should be sending to its visitors, residents and daily workers.  
Lighting your way… is intended to completely change the negative associations people have with walking this pathway, transforming the space through the installation of a permanent public art project.  Light is the centerpiece of the project, offering a contemporary way for people to participate in, and sense a change in themselves and in their relationships to each other and the city. Lighting Your Way works by transforming this broken, dirty, neglected pathway into a proscenium stage by virtue of dramatic changes in lighting and backdrop surfaces.  Today, as you walk towards the underpass, you approach a forbidding dark space where the only visual cue you are in a vibrant city are the cars lights as they drive by. Imagine instead walking towards the transformed underpass, where your presence and footsteps generate illumination, highlighting a welcome feeling of pleasure from the city New Haven, within oneself and between people. Transforming the current focus from the passing cars to the people who pass through here day and night would encourage others to walk, skip, wriggle and dance as they move along through this passageway.
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Lighting your way… is a vivid and engaging permanent public art installation – not ‘plop art’ nor uninspiring: this area of New Haven already has artwork that fits this description (Untitled, Avital Otz, 1968).  Lighting your way… (2013) would be a permanent installation which is generative and fosters good will and relationships between us, not something just to view, but to be immersed in.  The series of LED spotlights attached to the ceiling beams will create round pools of light on the surface of the sidewalk andwill be seen as you approach the underpass.  These pools of light will encourage people to become curious about their surroundings rather than fearful, and have a lighter step seeing light transform a walker into a performer who might bow, or dance along onto the next pool of light. By inviting playful participation, this transformed public place engenders openness to others, welcomes innovation and a generous attitude to other passersby.
Against a new, clean backdrop, light can be used sparingly and imaginatively.  In addition to the six spotlights with their round pools of light encouraging movement and performance, six sets of LED motion detector lights will be inset into a new, low retaining wall along the previously darkest section of the underpass.  These motion detectors would light up as any child or adult appears (maybe even animals at night!).  In much the same way that “. . .” creates a place in a sentence for your own thoughts, these six sets of three LED motion detectors play a role in engaging the pedestrians in any movement or story they may wish to create.  Transformed by light a pedestrian can choose to become a star in a story  of her or his own, while young people (and the young at heart) as they skip, hop or jump from spot to spot. 
 This project would extend the position of the department as an entity that promotes and supports arts projects that are tied to the physical as well as cultural well-being of the city and its visitors and inhabitants.  Second, the project would support the role of creative place-making, building on the work Site Projects, Inc. and groups such as OnNine have been engaged in for years, encouraging further growth in the arts and tourism.  Third, this project would bring a permanent light installation to the streetscape in the Elm City, which has recently seen the second annual L.A.M.P. (Light Artists Making Places) festival, therefore building on the contemporary interest in light and digital technologies, which is also seen in Gateway Community College’s Percent-for-Art installation.  
Relevance: Activities, Goals and Outcomes 
The most relevant, contemporary movement in the arts today focus less on what you see than  on the way people are transformed by the experience of being in a place.  Creating Lighting Your Way will extend an invitation to each and every pedestrian to have positive and enhancing experiences while moving through this passageway. Creating Lighting Your Way will boost civic pride by presenting New Haven as a proud city which takes care of its public places and is willing to enhance and make a spectacularly special space out of a pedestrian passageway.  For visitors and residents alike Lighting Your Way is the kind of place-making that changes this site into a thoroughly innovative, delightful, inspiring and transformative place — a welcoming gateway to New Haven.  The transformation of the Route 34 underpass will reshape attitudes towards this place, and therefore towards the surrounding area and the city of New Haven itself. 

The area in which the underpass sits is both a heavily trafficked transportation area due to the location of Union Station, and it is also home to the headquarters of the City of New Haven’s Police Department as well as the site of the Robert T. Wolfe public housing facility.  It is not a stretch to say that the neglected, forlorn environment of the area is repeated over and over in the housing facility, in the Brutalist design of the buildings, and in the current state of the underpass itself.  As one important place, this underpass serves as a symbol for the whole.  It is intended that this project be a catalyst for even more change in the immediate area, including the chianlink bounded sidewalk on the eastern side of the underpass.    


This transformed and transformative main passageway beneath route 34 would become a natural performance and soundscape much the way a free public park can be. Collaborative outcomes of this work are intended through the integration local organizations such as Elite Sounds of the Arts and with the participation of individual local musicians who work with ambient sound such as Jack Vees and Ingram Marshall.  Further, dance artists would be invited to collaborate, creating dance movements into and between the pools of light.  The installation could thus serve as a creative place for programs designed by teen dancers at the Co-Op Arts & Humanities High School on nearby Crown Street as well as Dance Connection in East Haven.
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Carrying Out the Plan 

Lighting Your Way can be created through a collaborative process between the City of New Haven and artist Sheila Levrant de Bretteville.  Departments within the City of New Haven include the Department of Arts, Culture & Tourism, Engineering and City Planning.  The LED spot lighting, the widening the sidewalk at the darkest part with a low retaining wall out fitted with motion detectors would be installed by the City. The artist would work with the City Department of Urban Planning, Arts, Tourism and Economic Development. The city would be replacing the damaged slope with natural stone to absorb some of the water and divert the remaining water from highway 34 creating an appropriately clean and elegant backdrop for the performance stage light sidewalk. The city would provide the electrician and concrete for the proper installation of the low wall and its lighting as well.

The process is as follows: 
The existing superstructure of the steel girders, recently painted blue, will be protected, while the concrete abutments would be sandblasted back to a uniform cream color. Rough-hewn natural Connecticut stone will be set in sand with some concrete, and come from Blue Stone Quarry in Waterbury, CT.  Bluestone will be visually consistent with the blue of the underside of the highway above, a coherent visually quiet backdrop for the proscenium stage sidewalk.   While the blue stone is being set, the sidewalk would be widened and the 30 inch high 6 inch thick low wall would be built with the 24 motion detector lights installed in seven sets of three. At the same time the 6 spotlights will be attached in their designated places. Currently the City of New Haven is investigating the current damaged surfaces to clear up any assumptions we may have made in estimating costs.. 
Sheila Levrant de Bretteville is an artist who has created over a dozen permanent public artworks on both coasts of the US, Europe and Asia. Each one continues to reflect and serve their communities for not months but many decades. The works endure and continue to reflect and inspire the populations in those places. For each public place made, Sheila understands that it must be made well to last, bringing to mind Benjamin Franklin's statement that "The bitterness of poor quality remains long after the sweetness of low price is forgotten.”  
For more information, please review her attached c.v. 

Lewis Finkel, the Past National President of the American Society of Professional Estimators, estimated the costs, not including contractor or contingency which is usually 20% nor remuneration for my time and work on this:
Lights:  
$37,200.50 
Excavation:
  $3,707.41

Retaining wall: $12,629.63
TOTAL:

$53,537.54
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