[image: image1.jpg]United
Way K>7

United Way
of Greater New Haven




MEDIA RELEASE 
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Email: jmamis@uwgnh.org

January 29, 2015
January 30 is EITC Awareness Day: Spreading the Word About Tax Help for Working Families
NEW HAVEN –  The EITC, or Earned Income Tax Credit, encourages work, reduces poverty, and leads to long-term gains in child health and academic success. 
In the 40 years since President Gerald Ford signed the federal EITC into law, millions of people have been lifted out of poverty each year. 

EITC is a benefit for working people who have low to moderate income. A tax credit means more money in their pockets by reducing the amount of tax they owe.

It’s easier than ever to find out if you qualify for the federal EITC using the online tool, the EITC Assistant (http://1.usa.gov/1iGQWLF). It is available in both English and Spanish for the 2014 tax year (filed in 2015). Use the EITC Assistant to find out your filing status, if you are eligible for EITC, if your child is a qualifying child, and estimate the amount of your credit.
Hundreds of thousands of local taxpayers may also qualify for a Connecticut EITC. To see if you qualify, go to the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services web site at http://1.usa.gov/1A3qy7O, or call United Way’s 2-1-1 information line.
Research finds that the federal EITC together with the Child Tax Credit (CTC), another credit that helps offset the cost of raising children, lifted more than 9 million people – 5 million of them children -- out of poverty in 2013. The credits also help 22 million lower-income Americans have further financial stability.

That’s why United Way of Greater New Haven, its community partners, and thousands of volunteers each year take action to connect millions of people to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). In fact, just last tax season, United Way of Greater New Haven, through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program, helped connect 5,088 local people to $8,252,267 in federal tax refunds – money coming right back into our community. 

About United Way of Greater New Haven:
United Way advances the common good by changing the odds for families throughout Greater New Haven.  Our focus is on education, income and health/basic needs – the building blocks for a good quality of life. United Way recruits people and organizations that bring the passion, expertise and resources needed to get things done. Learn more at uwgnh.org. ###
