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Wooster Square 
Planning Study
Community Meeting
18th July 2016
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Project Planning and Design Team
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Office of Policy and Management
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Project Schedule
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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Project Tasks
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Farmington Canal Greenway

Development Sites

Public Space Design

Streetscape Design

Neighborhood Connections

Public Realm Improvements
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What’s Happening in Wooster Square?
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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What does TOD mean for Wooster Square?
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

• The Wooster Square Planning Study is a neighborhood plan focused 
on maximizing multimodal transportation choices, including transit, 
pedestrian and bicycle connections.

• Development should be “transit oriented”, but the plan (and development) 
should be neighborhood-focused, as well.

• The existing form, density, and mix of uses in Wooster Square is well 
suited to thoughtfully-conceived infill transit-oriented development. 

• Wooster Square can benefit from the new residents and neighborhood 
amenities that come with new development.

• New development around the State St station could potentially increase 
rail ridership and provide a case for increased bus frequency in the 
neighborhood.
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Building on Local Identity and 
Neighborhood Form

Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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And what can we learn from the “local identity”…
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Revere Beach Blvd
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And what can we learn from the “local identity”…
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And what can we learn from the “neighborhood form”…
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Revere Beach Blvd
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And what can we learn from the “neighborhood form”…
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Revere Beach Blvd
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Enhancing Existing Character – Public Realm Improvements
New Bedford Acushnet Ave

Acushnet Ave – Neighborhood Main Street
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Enhancing Existing Character – Public Realm Improvements
New Bedford Acushnet Ave
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New Bedford Acushnet Ave
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Character as a Development Catalyst
Springfield Worthington Street District

Apremont Triangle Stearns Square

Stearns Square

Apremont Triangle

Apremont Triangle
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Character as a Development Catalyst
Springfield Worthington Street District

Apremont Triangle
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• Change label size

Study Area
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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• Label Downtown and Wooster 
Square’s major assets

New Haven Fire Department

Assets and Opportunities
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Local Active retail streets

New Haven Green
Yale University

Tree Lined streets

Wooster Square

Waterfront Access
Major Transit Hub (Union Station)
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Assets and Opportunities – Wooster Square’s Public Realm
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

• The consistent tree canopy of neighborhood is an identifying 
characteristic

• Tree coverage helps to define the street edge and create and 
sheltered experience

• Examine the existing tree pits and planting areas to ensure there is 
appropriate room for healthy tree growth.

Olive St at Wooster St

Olive St
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Assets and Opportunities – Wooster Square’s Public Realm
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

• Depalma Court (left) provides abundant shade on the street and 
plaza
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Assets and Opportunities – Wooster Square’s Public Realm
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Olive Street Wooster StreetChapel Street Greene Street

Wooster Square benefits from consistent pedestrian access, but the sidewalks are inconsistent in quality.
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Priority Pedestrian Links
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Olive St and Greene St intersection could be a stop sign to slow 
down cut-through traffic ensuring pedestrian safety

Grand Ave and Olive St intersection could be realigned to minimize 
pedestrian crossing lengths

Possible bike and pedestrian connection through Columbus 
Mall Houses to break the superblock condition

State street Station could be connected to the Strauss Adler 
Building on the other side of State street

Chapel St is the main East/West connection between Downtown 
and  Mill River

Fair St could be extended from Union St to Fair St
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Priority Pedestrian Links
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

• Chapel, Wooster and Olive are existing 
primary pedestrian links

• Consider traffic calming measures for 
Olive Street

• Evaluate Fair Street as a future 
connection from Union St to Olive St

• Could Warren St provide pedestrian 
access to the FCT and Long Wharf?

?

Warren Street pedestrian path?
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• Show limited access along 
eastern and southern borders, as 
well as highlighting barriers to 
the district (highway, rail, etc.)

Access and Barriers
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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State Street 
Intersections

Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study • State Street’s intersections are large and 
difficult to cross, adding to the sense of a 
gap between Downtown and Wooster Sq.

• Crossings into Wooster Sq are common 
and regularly spaced, but often imposing

• Curb extensions, crossing islands or road 
diets could reduce the actual and 
perceived distance.
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Open Space Opportunity
1000 Grand Ave

Ownership – City of New Haven
Area – ~5,650 SF
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State Street Intersections
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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State Street / Water Street Edges
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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Wooster Square (park) Pedestrian Connections
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Wooster Square (park) Pedestrian Connections
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Russo Memorial Park Improvements

Depalma Court could become a continuous 
shared space at Russo Park with an 
appropriate balance of hardscape and 
softscape to accommodate the Farmer’s 
market
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Creating a uniform Ground Plane - Shared Space



utiledesign.comCity of New Haven 40

Intersections
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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Bike Connections
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study
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Area of Interest – State St, Chapel St and Olive St
Wooster Square/Water Street Planning Study

Minimize State Street 
crossing through 
redesigned streetscape 
or road diet.

State Street Station 
Connection

Enhanced pedestrian 
safety and streetscape 
along the bridge to 
reduce its perceived 
length and disconnect 
with downtown

Extension of Fair St

87  Union St

630Chapel St

673 Chapel St

253 State St
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Development Parcels
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Development Site
673 Chapel St

Ownership – Spinnaker Residential LLC
Area – 36,066 SF
Status – In-progress
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Development Site
630 Chapel St (Comcast)

Ownership –Spinnaker Residential LLC
Area – 62,726 SF
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Development Site
87 Union St (TORRCO)

Ownership/Developer – Petra
Area – 118,483 SF

299 units + Retail amenity space
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Development Opportunity
253 State St

Ownership – City of New haven 
Area – 29,315 SF
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Development Opportunity
183 State St

Ownership – City of New Haven
Area – 27,037 SF
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Development Opportunity
83 Water St

Ownership – Cowles C & Co
Area – 108,028 SF
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Development Parcels
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