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Flood Hazards in New Haven

Inland and coastal flooding are
expensive problems in many areas of
New Haven. The City is exposed to
both cyclonic disturbances from the
west and southwest as well as to
coastal storms that move up the
Atlantic coast from tropical origins and
can attain hurricane intensity in the
summer and fall. Hurricane Irene
(2011) and Storm Sandy (2012) were
reminders of how important it is to be
prepared for floods. Most of the inland
flooding is caused by storms with
heavy rainfall, but localized flash
floods can occur in parts of the City
with insufficient drainage. Storm
surges can cause coastal flooding.

The area of the City that is most
vulnerable to flood hazards is called
the Special Flood Hazard Area
(SFHA), which is determined by FEMA
using the 100-year flood level. The
100-year flood level is defined as total
area expected to be flooded during a
severe flood that has a 1% chance of
occurring, or being exceeded, in a
given year. Put differently, a 100-year
flood is expected to be equaled or
exceeded once every 100-years period.
However, smaller floods can and do
occur more frequently and can still
cause considerable damage.

In New Haven, 1,901 acres of land
are located within the 100-year
flood boundary. Within this boundary,
there are several vulnerable areas,
including Morris Cove, which has
particular problems with flooding
because of its proximity to Morris
Creek and the coast. Properties
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Resources:

To check if you live or work
within the SFHA, floodplain
maps for the City are available
for public review at the City Plan
Department or online at
www.cityofnewhaven.com/CityPI
an/pdfs/HazardMitigation/All%20

Maps. pdf

To assess your flood risk or find
an insurance agent, visit
www. HloodSmart.gov to view flood
maps online, or call 1-800-427-2417

To sign up for the City of New
Haven’'s Emergency Notification
System, visit
www.cityofnewhaven.com/
Emergencylnfo/optin.asp

To access more flood information
online, visit
www.cityofnewhaven.com/

For residents: how to stay safe,
prepared, and aware of risk

adjacent to the West River, Mill River, : !%YmFloodZone
and Quinnipiac River and properties CityPlan/FloodInfo.asp «) 500-Year Flood Zone
around New Haven Harbor are also at Velocity/Wave Action Zone

risk for flooding.
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Safety During
A Flood

*Private property owners are encouraged to
purchase flood insurance. More information is
provided in this brochure.

*Elevate your home to the level recommended
for its location. Elevated homes allow for storm
surge and floodwaters to pass underneath,
helping to decrease the damage.

«If your property is located in the floodplain,
please be aware that you shouldn’t dump
materials such as grass clippings, waste,
lumber, floatable materials, and inoperable
motor vehicles; as well as, flammable, explosive,
or toxic materials. A plugged channel cannot
carry water and when it rains the water can back
up or divert it to other areas causing flood
damage. Every piece of trash and debris
contributes to flooding.

«Builders should check with the City Plan
Department before they build to ensure that
they comply with all flood requirements and
regulations. Call (203) 946-6378 to confirm.

=Sign up for the City of New Haven’s
Emergency Notification System, which will be
used to notify residents of an impending
emergency:
www.cityofnewhaven.com/Emergencylnfo/optin
out.asp

eHeed recommendations to evacuate in
advance of a flood.

«See the resources listed on the back of this
pamphlet.

Standard homeowners insurance does not
cover flood damage, but because flooding
is a real danger, it is important to
purchase flood insurance, particularly for
people living in flood hazard areas. New
Haven participates in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
which means that the NFIP provides New
Haven residents in low-, medium-, and
high-risk areas with flood insurance
options. The City is also applying for
FEMA’s Community Rating System
program, which will provide residents with
flood insurance discounts.




