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NEW HAVEN RAIDS – FACT SHEET

On Monday June 4, 2007, the New Haven Board of Aldermen, by a vote of 25-1, approved a resolution for the city to begin to issue Elm City Resident Cards – a multipurpose resident identification card available to all city residents, irrespective of their immigration status. Two days later, in the early morning hours, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) officers arrived in New Haven and began to conduct raids in family residences, primarily centered in the largely Latino neighborhood of Fair Haven.  While ICE claims that they were looking for 20 absconders at various addresses; by day’s end they had arrested only four of them. Unfortunately, 28 others were unlucky enough to get caught in the dragnet. By days end, a total of 32 New Haven residents were arrested; they are now being held in detention centers throughout the Northeast.

The City of New Haven is concerned about a number of issues related to the raid, including 1) the possibility that the raids were in retaliation against the city and its political leadership because ICE disapproved of a local measure designed to integrate all residents, regardless of immigration status, into the fabric of civic life; 2) the racial profiling that took place during the raids, 3) the  numerous constitutional violations that took place against city residents and 4) the infliction of unnecessary trauma on children, some of whom are American born citizens. The city requests that the Department of Homeland Security conduct an investigation in to the manner in which the raids were conducted and cease any further raids pending a full and thorough investigation.

1. RETALIATORY ACTION

The raids took place just two days after the Elm City Resident Card proposal was passed by the Board of Aldermen.  This was the first time in recent history that  a raid of this magnitude has taken place, and suggests that political considerations may have played a role in the selection of the city as a target for a raid; and that the raids may have been in direct response to the city’s efforts to make New Haven a safe place for all of its residents.

2. CONSTITUTIONAL VIOLATIONS

The fundamental civil liberties protections of the Bill of Rights and Constitution apply to all citizens and non-citizens alike who are residents on US soil. Every individual in this country has the right, among other things, to due process and equal protection; to freedom from cruel and unusual punishment; and to freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures. These basic principles generally apply regardless of a person's legal status. Yet the information that we have 

gathered so far from witnesses and those detained reveal that a number of constitutional violations took place in the course of the raids, including but not limited to the following:

1) Entry into homes without warrants.  We have been able to establish that in all eight residences where raids were conducted, officers did not show any warrants before entering homes. They also failed to request permission to enter homes, choosing instead to push their way into homes. 

In a sworn affidavit from one of the victims, she states that 

A 6 a.m. on Wednesday, June 6, 2007, my son heard loud knocks on the door.  He opened the door when he saw it was the police.  They were wearing blue bullet proof vests with “State Police” and “Federal” on their backs.  Eight unidentified agents pushed their way into the house and asked me who was in the house.  There were about ten officers in total, eight in the front and two at the back. Two white, unmarked vans were stationed on the street.  After I told them that my husband, myself and two children lived here they asked me my husband’s name and I told them his name. One of the agents carried a white piece of paper that was rolled up but he did not show it to me.

Additional sworn affidavits of witnesses from other homes where raids took place offer similar testimony.

2) Search of homes without warrants.  Not only was entry made without presentation, but homes were then searched for weapons and identification documents without warrant or permission from the residents. In at least one instance, a residence was searched for weapons despite the lack of allegations that the detainee had any existing weapons charges.  No weapons or any other criminal activity was found.  The detainee has a 14 year old son who is an American citizen and was in the home when the raid took place.  According to his statement

In the early morning hours of Wednesday, June 6, 2007, I heard the door bell ring a few times.  My father looked outside the window and saw men that looked liked the New Haven Police Department (NHPD) in blue camouflage bullet vest.  [ My mother] answered the door thinking that it was NHPD.  She asked who they were looking for and the officer said, “A person from Guatemala” and then forced themselves into the apartment.  There were 7 officers.  They went upstairs into my parents’ room and into my room.  They were searching around for weapons. They told us to sit in the sofa, in the living room next to my mother.  They proceeded to ask us, if we had any weapons in the house?  

Additional witnesses from other residences where raids took place offered similar accounts.

3) No proof of identification.  At no point in time did officers identify themselves – they did not show badges, shields, offer names or give any information to the victims and detainees about who they were or what their purpose was.  In at least one instance, officers affirmatively refused to give any information, telling the residents to “shut up” when they were asked who they were and the purpose for which they had entered the home.

A New Haven resident who witnessed this event states in her sworn testimony

In the early morning hours of Wednesday, June 6, 2007, I was awakened by a loud knock on the door. It was about 6:30am. My cousin [ ] opened the door.  At that point eight men pushed their way through the door and entered the apartment.  They were wearing uniforms; they were dark green, some of them read “Police” in the back, other’s read 

“POLICE –ICE.”  They did not identify themselves nor did they show any badges or paperwork of any kind.  Seven of the ICE Officers were men, one was a woman.  They began going from room to room, banging on the doors and shouting, ordering everyone to go out into the living room. There were a total of 9 of us in the apartment that morning.  Some of us tried to ask the officers questions about who they were and why they were in our apartment, but we were told to “shut up.”

4) Racial profiling. We have documentation of several instances in which individuals were stopped and in some cases arrested on the basis of their race and ethnicity.  This is especially clear in a series of apparently random stops on streets and in at least one business.  In one instance, two Latina women were singled out at a restaurant filled with customers and workers.  In another incident, a Latino man on Trumbull Street was approached on pretext, ordered to provide identification and subsequently arrested and detained.  In at least one of these cases, this racial profiling resulted in a Latina woman with identification being released by the officers once they established she was not an undocumented immigrant.  As this individual was approached in a heavily populated restaurant and asked for identification, without any existing warrant, it is clear that only her race and ethnicity were determinant of the officer’s actions.  A white witness in her affidavit noted that only the Latinos in the restaurant were questioned despite a number of people of other races and ethnicities being present. In her sworn affidavit, she states that

When they came in they did not ask all of us for ID – Why not ask me or my son, just because our skin is white.  They only asked Rosa and Maria.

They came in the morning, between 12:00 and 1:00.  We asked can we help you and they said no.  Then they went up to Rosa, one of the workers who is HispanicispHispHis, and asked her for her ID card.  She said it was in her car, they followed her out and found out she’s legal.  Maria was over at the counter with us, working.  They went up to her and asked for her ID.  She got out her pocketbook and showed her ID and they said no, and they walked her right out the door – two of them.  There were 5 of them altogether, all men.  They were in plainclothes, no uniforms.  They showed Rosa a badge and maybe Chick as well, but I wasn’t sure, I was busy with customers.  

They didn’t check anyone else other than those two.  They did not say they were looking for anyone specifically.  Their attitude wasn’t bad.  I just didn’t think it was right that they come into a business like this with customers.  Maria didn’t say anything, was scared and quiet.  She didn’t know what was happening.  Now she is losing all this pay and for what, when they say she is legal.  

In the whole place there were 7 employees and quite a few customers, maybe 20.  They didn’t check the customers.  Rosa said they had a picture of someone, that they said they were looking for a guy.  She said no and then before you know it they were looking for IDs.  I don’t know if they put handcuffs on Maria outside, but not inside.  They did not give us a card with an address and phone number.  

5) Coercion and duress. In all instances, the city has established that officers intimidated witnesses, restrained individuals they knew were not subject to arrest (including US citizens and children), and caused significant distress and duress all of which appears to have been intended to compel individuals to incriminate themselves and turn over identification.  

There are affidavits from eye witnesses to each of these violations.
3.  TRAUMATIC IMPACT ON YOUNG CHILDREN

The city is deeply concerned as well about the way that these raids traumatized children.  The city has gathered affidavits from children and parents about the profound impact that this experience has had on them. Some of these children are exhibiting extreme anxiety and will require mental health counseling henceforth.  Children observed the inappropriate behavior of officers throughout, including: officers pushing their way into homes without permission or warrant, refusing to allow parents to comfort crying young children, making fun of parents in front of their children, yelling at parents and children to “shut up”, refusing to identify themselves, lying about why they were there, and requiring children to watch their parents be handcuffed and taken away.  

One witness, whose husband was taken away states that her son, who is seven years old 

is very affected by this.  My son was witness to the entire ordeal; he even witnessed  his father’s arrest. He says he doesn’t want to be without me. When I have to go to work he cries because he is afraid that I might get taken away.

In the words of a fourteen year old witness whose mother was taken away

The officer told us that … my mother had to go with them for the paperwork.  My mother asked if she could at least change her shoes before she left.  The officer sent my father with another officer to look for the shoes.  My father came down with shoes and socks ...  My father gave the shoes to my mother and she said they were the wrong shoes.  One of the officers said, “It doesn’t match her outfit” and then all the officers proceeded to laugh.  My father went to get the other shoes, my mother put them on and got up and the officers handcuffed her.  My mother said, “Oh, my god” and they took her away into a van … I was desperately crying after the agents detained my mother.  This has been a very disturbing emotional ordeal for me.

The mother of a nine year old girl who opened the door to the officers states that since the raid, her daughter is withdrawn and suffers from insomnia and anxiety. She does not let her mother leave her sight and cries at the mention of her father. They have relocated to a new home because her daughter refuses to go back to their home.

One can only imagine what children as young as one year old and as old as fourteen thought when large men with nondescript uniforms and no identification pushed their way into the children’s homes and took their parents away.  Officers must have been well aware that they would find young children in these raids and took no actions to protect or comfort these children.  Many of the children affected by the raids are United States citizens.

4.  RACIAL PROFILING

While the intention was to serve sixteen warrants, only four were successfully executed.  Yet according to evidence gathered thus far, thirty one New Haven residents were arrested that day and are now held in detention. The city questions the implementation of a process in which only 12% of those detained were actually being sought.  It appears as if the warrants were used as a pretext for a fishing expedition.  Lacking any specific evidence regarding the remaining individuals, officers apparently simply asked anyone who looked Latino for identification, sometimes “getting lucky” and sometimes not.  Aside from being illegal, this racial profiling effectively undermines years of effort the city has have put into building trust between our police force and the broader community necessary for effective information gathering and police work.  

5.  FAILURE TO FOLLOW PROTOCOL

While witnesses estimate that the raids began as early as 5:30, the New Haven Police Department did not receive notification until approximately 7:30 am – the call came into our 911 Dispatch Center rather than directly to Chief Francisco Ortiz.  In fact, at no point was any effort made to communicate directly with the Chief or any senior officer. Thus, proper protocol was not followed in two regards: 1) there was no notification of our highest ranking law enforcement officer; and 2) there was not requisite advance notice to the New Haven Police Department.
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