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SCHOOLS POST BEST CMT GAINS IN YEAR
New Haven bucks statewide dip in reading
NEW HAVEN - New Haven students posted impressive gains on the 2007 Connecticut Mastery Test, especially in 3rd and 6th grade, where district scores improved in all content areas, and in math, where every grade improved.
	%Proficient and above
	MATH
	READING
	WRITING

	 Grade 3    2006

 Grade 3    2007
	59%

64%
	32%

39%
	57%

62%

	 Grade 6    2006

 Grade 6    2007
	56%

62%
	47%

49%
	64%

66%


New Haven’s reading scores went up, despite a decrease overall in Connecticut.

“We are very pleased with these scores,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo said. “They show progress in the areas where we implemented the most dramatic changes. We are especially pleased with the fact that math improved at every grade.”
New Haven’s gains were noted at a statewide briefing this morning by the state Commissioner. “I would like to offer my congratulations to New Haven,” said State Commissioner of Education Dr. Mark K. McQuillan, during a morning briefing for superintendents in New Britain. “The results we received this year from New Haven have been among the very best we have seen in years. This is a demonstration of what persistence in education means.” 
State Associate Commissioner of Education Fran Rabinowitz likewise commented, “We are seeing more of New Haven’s schools moving forward in the area of literacy.” Conte West Hills Magnet School was one of two schools in the state highlighted for outstanding progress in reading growth during the morning statewide briefing.
Dr. Mayo said he saw “super progress” when analyzing the scores tracking the same students year to year in cohorts. “From grade to grade, we have improved 8 of the 10 areas in math and reading – this is super progress. In our opinion, this is what it is about – to show progress year to year.”

Highlights

The scores show growth in four important indicators:
1. Academic Year to year growth (tracking different groups of students)
2. Student cohorts (tracking same students each year)
3. Achievement Gap
4. Reducing the levels of chronic low performers
In third grade math, the school system is 6% away from reaching its bold goal that 95% of students will be proficient; in sixth grade math, the district is 8% away (based on the state’s goal that students would be 74% proficient in math). 
School officials also believe that as result of gains, several schools have now satisfied federal minimums in reaching “adequate yearly progress” and are now eligible to be removed from the “low performer” watch list.
Gains on the CMTs also are helping the district narrow the achievement gap between African-American and white students in all content areas, in many areas by double digit reductions.

An area of concern is writing, where scores for grades 4, 5, 7 and 8 went down. “We have work to do in the area of writing, but our focus on reading and math was by design, since those are the two areas by which the federal government measures adequate yearly progress,” Dr. Mayo said. “We will redouble our efforts with writing and implement quarterly assessments as we did with reading and math. While we were disappointed overall with writing, some schools did well and we will look at why.”

This is the first time the school system has seen such improved performance at the lower grades – an indication that the City’s focus on early childhood is beginning to pay off. The school system dramatically expanded enrollment at the preschool level with the help of the Citywide School Construction program, and is doing a better job teaching basics such as letter recognition and phonemic awareness to kindergartners. The results are showing up in internal assessments. In 2006, 80% of kindergartners scored proficient or higher on district assessments.
School officials also are especially pleased with the sixth grade scores. Both New Haven Public Schools and Connecticut have traditionally seen scores dip as students move from elementary to middle school buildings.  Instead, because of Citywide School Construction and the move by New Haven toward K – 8 schools, students are able to stay in the same school for their most formative years and their scores are improving.
The attached gives greater detail on key areas. – END-

By subject area and by cohort

Math

Dr. Mayo said he is very pleased that scores went up across the board.  Grade 3 scores increased 5% (from 59% to 64%); Grade 5 scores increased 4% (from 60% to 64%); Grade 6 scores increased 6% (from 56% to 62%); Grade 7 scores increased 9% (from 50% to 59%).  The largest gains were in Grade 7. He credited instruction focused on CMT objectives and mini-assessments administered every six weeks, allowing teachers to easily identify their students’ strengths and weaknesses and modify instruction.
Reading

As a data driven district focused on math and reading, Dr. Mayo said he is also pleased that reading showed gains in grades 3, 5, and 7. He attributed the 7% gain in third grade reading to the implementation of a comprehension curriculum complemented by mini-assessments every six weeks.

Cohort Data – the same students, year to year

Like many schools systems across the country, New Haven officials believe a more accurate way to measure student progress is through the “growth model,” which examines individual student progress from year to year. Because the state, for the first time, required school systems across Connecticut to test all students from grades 3-8, the district is now able to track the same group of students from year to year.

New Haven students have shown impressive gains in proficiency in both reading and math cohorts. The most impressive reading gains are a 7% increase in grade 5 to grade 6 reading (42% to 49%); a 5% increase in grade 4 to grade 5 (39% to 44%) and a 3% increase in grade 3 to grade 4 (32% to 35%). The most impressive gains in math are a 5% increase in grade 7 to grade 8  (50% to 55%); a 3% increase in grade 6 to grade 7 (56% to 59%) and a 2% increase in grade 5 to grade 6 (60% to 62%).
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Cohorts Cohorts

3 to 4 32 35 +3 3 to 4 59 58 -1

4 to 5 39 44 +5 4 to 5 63 64 +1

5 to 6 42 49 +7 5 to 6 60 62 +2

6 to 7 47 47 0 6 to 7 56 59 +3

7 to 8 46 47 +1 7 to 8 50 55 +5

District CMT Grade-to-Grade Cohort Results 2006-2007

READING MATH


Progress on closing achievement gap
Gains on the CMTs also are helping the district narrow the achievement gap between African-American and white students in all content areas, in many areas by double digit reductions.  For example, the gap in grade 8 has narrowed since 2001 by 12 and 13 points in math and reading. Similar results for Hispanic students are impressive as well, with the achievement gap reduction by 2 to 14 points in ALL GRADES and CONTENT areas except third grade writing. In third grade math, the gap between English Language Learners (ELL) and non-ELL students is 2 points away from 0.
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Star performers: schools that did well

Many schools have shown impressive gains in reading, math and writing and some improved in all 3 content areas (math, reading, and writing). These schools include:
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· Lincoln-Bassett: +16% in math, +35% in reading, +38% in writing
· Troup – +34% in Grade 7 math, +17% in reading

· Conte-West Hills - +24% in Grade 3 reading, +18% in writing with a total of 91% proficient in writing
· Katherine Brennan – +27% in Grade 8 math, +32% in reading +38% in writing
· Vincent Mauro – +21% in Grade 5 math, +19% in reading
· Clemente - increases at every grade level in math. Double digit increases in Grade 4 (11%), Grade 5 (18%) and Grade 6 (19%) as well as in Grade 5 reading (10%)
· King/Robinson - double digit increases in reading in Grade 3 (13%), Grade 5 (15%), and in Grade 7 (11%).  Double digit increases in math in Grade 3 (10%), Grade 6 (10%), and Grade 7 (34%)
Many schools also made gains in 3rd grade, an area that traditionally has declined.
	School increases on 06 CMT by %
	3rd grade reading
	3rd grade math
	3rd grade writing

	Lincoln Bassett
	+35%
	+16%
	+38%

	Harry A. Conte West Hills
	+24%
	+4%
	+18%

	Columbus 
	+18%
	+30%
	+27%

	E. Rock
	+22%
	+23%
	+15%

	King Robinson
	+12%
	+10%
	+18%

	Vincent Mauro
	+20%
	+6%
	+13%


Next steps

“Our next steps will include substantial, practical and systemic improvements which we will continuously assess to determine their effectiveness and impact on student learning,” Dr. Mayo said.

These include:
Implementation of new curriculum
During the 2007-2008 school year, the district will implement new curriculum in reading, math, social studies, science and world languages.  Each will include mini-assessments administered every six or nine weeks to assess student progress.  Teachers will be able to continuously analyze student progress and differentiate instruction for each individual student based on assessment results.
Strengthening our data analysis abilities

Through the implementation of SchoolNet, a powerful and rigorous performance management software, teachers, principals and administrators will have critical tools that will help drive data driven decision-making. These include real-time access to curriculum, assessment and performance reports, the district’s Student Information System, state test results, local formative assessment data, instructional resources, and standards information. SchoolNet will also provide sites where parents can check up-to-date student profiles.

Expansion of   Staff Development
The superintendent will request approval of three additional half days from the Board of Education to provide teachers with intensive training on appropriate implementation and monitoring of the new curriculum and to continue training school staff on improving data analysis.  Administrative training on effective classroom observation will continue with an emphasis on excellent instruction. School teams will meet quarterly with the Superintendent to review progress.
Intensifying Reading Interventions Programs

In the upper grades consistent research based reading interventions such as Read 180 and Wilson will be expanded district wide. These programs, which have proven to help our older students who are struggling readers, will have increased coherency in student entry and exit criteria.   Grade level teams and administrators will review individual student portfolios to identify appropriate interventions for each student. At the lower grades, the district will expand the implementation of the Mondo BEL Reading Program.
Strengthening Student’s Writing Skills

Implementation of a quarterly writing assessment will help us monitor student progress in the areas of organization, elaboration, and fluency.  Traditionally, teachers score their own writing assessments.  This year we will be having the assessments scored by an independent testing company twice a year and in house twice a year so standards in scoring can be compared.  In addition, a focus will be placed on editing and revising. Furthermore, staff development on the notable Connecticut Writing Project reader response theory for grades 6 – 8 will continue both on-site and district wide for new teachers. Our data shows dramatic improvements in writing scores at the high priority schools using this model. 

Revitalization of Comer School Reform Model

This internationally recognized model will be emphasized as we continue to focus on addressing obstacles to student learning and promotion of greater parent involvement in academic, social and emotional development of children in schools and at home.  
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