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SCHOOLS FOR 2nd YEAR MAKE CMT GAINS

NEW HAVEN –For the second consecutive year, New Haven students made impressive gains in most grades in reading and writing on the 2008 CT mastery tests, with many schools making double-digit gains.

Statewide, reading scores remained flat. School officials consider increases of 5 points or more statistically significant and many schools achieved that and more. 

Students in grades 3-8 are tested in reading, writing and math on the Connecticut Mastery test in the spring. In addition, this year, for the first time, students in grades and 8 were tested in science.

“We are very pleased to see two years of steady and considerable growth across the board,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo said. “We are especially pleased that the third grade students who did well last year on the test continued those gains as fourth graders this year. Our fourth graders overall achieved a 10 %point gain in math and a 10% point gain in writing. In both areas, 68% are now proficient. That gives us reliable data that the gains made in the critical year of third grade are being sustained as these students advance.”

“These encouraging gains demonstrate that our initiatives around curriculum improvement, data driven decision making, and parental engagement are having a positive impact,” Dr. Mayo said. “The data also helps us to focus on areas in need of increased further attention.” 
School officials believe that as result of gains, some schools may have  satisfied federal minimums in reaching “adequate yearly progress” and may be eligible to be removed from the “low performer” watch list. Two schools came off the list last year, and with the gains made at King Robinson this year, officials are hopeful that the longest-standing school on the watch list will be removed.

Overall, every school enjoyed reading and math gains in most grades; 23 schools had double-digit gains in at least one grade level of math; and 27 had double-digit gains in at least one grade level of reading. Examples include King/Robinson, where students made double-digit gains in 11 areas, and Wexler Grant, where students made double-digit gains in eight areas.

Net gains across all grades were 25% in Math and 20% in Reading.

	%Proficient and Above
	MATH
	READING

	Grade 4     2007

      Grade 4     2008
	58%

68%

+ 10% increase
	35%

42%

+ 7% increase

	Grade 6     2007

      Grade 6     2008
	62%

68%

+ 6% increase
	49%

52%

+ 3% increase

	Grade 7     2007

      Grade 7     2008
	59%

63%

+ 4% increase
	47%

56%

+ 9% increase

	      Grade 8     2007

      Grade 8     2008
	55%

62%

+ 7% increase
	47%

51%

+ 4% increase


In the area of science, approximately 50%  of the students reached proficiency in grades 5 and 8. New Haven is pleased with the results, especially in light of New Haven’s highly successful Citywide Science Fair.

Especially noteworthy is Vincent Mauro and Worthington Hooker, where 60% of fifth graders reached the higher level of goal in science, as well as the 7 schools (Davis, Edgewood, John Daniels, Jepson, and Mauro, Hooker, Sheridan and Betsy Ross) where over 70% of fifth grade students reached proficiency. We expect our students to continue improving as they further study science in all grades."

Cohort Data

Since the state requires school systems across Connecticut to test all students from grades 3-8, the district is better able to track the same group of students from year to year, in what is known as cohort data. And in that area, preliminary cohort data demonstrates that New Haven students’ performance improved in every grade in reading and math. The trend shows that students improve as they advance through New Haven’s elementary and middle schools. 

· Increase in Student Cohort in every grade in Reading and Math

	READING
	MATH

	Cohorts
	2007
	2008
	Growth
	Cohorts
	2007
	2008
	Growth

	3 to 4
	39
	42
	+3
	3 to 4
	64
	68
	+4

	4 to 5
	35
	43
	+8
	4 to 5
	58
	62
	+4

	5 to 6
	44
	52
	+8
	5 to 6
	64
	68
	+4

	6 to 7
	49
	56
	+7
	6 to 7
	62
	63
	+1

	7 to 8
	47
	51
	+4
	7 to 8
	59
	62
	+3


Star performers: schools that did well

Many schools have shown impressive gains in reading, math and writing. Dr. Mayo said, “we  will build on these  excellent models of improvement to replicate their successful  strategies to other grade levels and  schools  across the district.”

These schools include:

King/Robinson had the highest gains in the district, with gains in 10 out of 12 reading and math scores

	%Proficient or above
King/Robinson
	2007
	2008
	Change

	G3 Reading
	24
	35
	+11

	G4 Reading
	28
	42
	+14

	G7 Reading
	47
	65
	+18

	G8 Reading
	42
	68
	+26

	G4 Math
	45
	64
	+19

	G8 Math
	42
	77
	+35


Overall Wexler/Grant demonstrated a 50% growth in Reading and an impressive 93% percentile growth in Math

	% Proficient or above
Wexler-Grant
	2007
	2008
	Change

	G3 Reading
	29
	58
	29

	G7 Reading
	44
	63
	19

	G3 Math
	58
	79
	21

	G4 Math
	37
	64
	27

	G6 Math
	65
	83
	18

	G7 Math
	40
	70
	30


Fair Haven demonstrated a summative growth of 46% in Reading and 45% in Math.
	Proficient or above
Fair Haven
	2007
	2008
	change

	G5 Reading
	15
	28
	13

	G8 Math
	23
	44
	21

	G5 Math
	38
	53
	15

	G8 Math
	35
	56
	21


SUMMATIVE INCREASES
· Davis

· Reading: +30%

· Math: +51%

· Sheridan

· Reading: +31%

· Math: +26%

· Katherine Brennan

· Reading: +18%

· Math: +35%

· Writing: +15%

· Hill Central

· Reading: +24%

· Math: +26%

· Truman

· Reading: +27%

· Math: +27%

· Writing: +36%

· Beecher

· Reading: +20%

· Math: +25%

· Writing: +38%

· Edgewood

· Reading: +33%

· Math: +19%

· Clinton

· Reading: +40%
NEXT STEPS:
· Intensive site based early reading intervention:                        To continue gains, especially in the third grade, the district will step up literacy interventions, and has begun working with Response to Intervention, a state mandated intervention for students at risk, and will begin phasing in the intervention for grades K-2

· More robust use of data to improve instruction:               Every school will implement schoolwide data teams in addition to the grade level data teams. The district will use a monitoring tool to gauge effectiveness. Continuation of Content Grade Level meetings at each school with more indepth analysis of problems.
· Focus on Administrator and Teacher Quality:                        Continue to recruit high quality teachers, especially in priority schools

· Strengthen the District's Writing Initiative :                            The district will continue to use an external scorer on the writing prompt. New curriculum in place in grades 4 and 5 with a more intense focus on editing and revising; Writer’s Workshop will be implemented throughout grades K – 8.
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