ORDER OF THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF ALDERMEN CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY TO REGULATE ELECTRONIC MONITORING OF PUBLIC SPACES AND TO DETERMINE UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES THE  USE OF VIDEO AND OTHER SURVEILLANCE  DEVICES ARE  PERMITTED IN PUBLIC SPACES.
WHEREAS:  video cameras, closed circuit television cameras, and other substantially similar electronic monitoring devices  are being installed in public areas of New Haven; and

WHEREAS: those installing he devices have  suggest that such activity   in

Public spaces is permissible, since there is no expectation of privacy in an area open to public view ; and 

WHEREAS:  no definitive local standard exists regulating this activity nor does any documentation or public record presenting the nature and substantiality of the need for video surveillance and other such electronic monitoring devices in public spaces; and 

WHEREAS: there are Federal and State statutes which address the issue of privacy from electronic surveillance but not in more narrow terms; and
WHEREAS: currently the City of New Haven’s Code of Ordinances does not regulate video cameras, closed circuit television cameras, and other substantially similar electronic monitoring devices in public areas; and 

WHEREAS: there is a need to determine the authority of the City to regulate electronic monitoring of public spaces, the efficacy of such monitoring, and to determine under what circumstances such activity is currently  permitted;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED BY THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF ALDERMEN that the appropriate committee of the Board of Aldermen hold hearings to determine the authority of the City to regulate electronic monitoring of public spaces and to obtain information regarding the permissible use and efficacy of electronic surveillance devices in public spaces under current law.
