Testimonial: 

Benjamin Shaffer

316 Willow Street

Observer for Carlton Staggers, Supervised Balloting, 34 Level Street

The following is testimony   regarding my experience as an observer for supervised balloting at West Rock Health Care Facility for the Carlton Staggers campaign.  These events occurred between Tuesday, September 8 and Thursday, September 10 at 11.30AM.

On Tuesday, September 8, I learned that Carlos Ezaguirre, the volunteer selected by the Carlton Staggers campaign to  act as an observer for supervised balloting would be unavailable to observe voting on Thursday, September 10, 2009.  Mr. Staggers asked whether I could be available to act as an observer on behalf of his campaign and I agreed.    I called the City of New Haven Registrar of Voters,  Sharon Ferrucci and informed her that  I would be replacing Ezaguirre.  She told me that the Staggers campaign should  submit a letter declaring me his observer.

On Wednesday, September 9, I hand delivered a letter from the Staggers Campaign declaring me as his observer for supervised balloting at West Rock Health Care Facility.  When I submitted the letter, Ferrucci told me to return at 4.00PM  that day for training.  

I returned at 4.00PM to the Registrar of Voters office for training.  I was told to go into Ferrucci’s office.  Darnell Goldson’s candidate checker, whose last name I believe is Pearson, was already present in Ferrucci’s office.  I sat to the left of Pearson in front of Ferrucci’s desk and training began.

Ferrucci explained that Ms. Pearson and I would be assisting in balloting.  She  explained how we were to complete the process of filling out the absentee ballot: dating the inner envelope, having the voter sign his/her name and presenting the ballot.  Ferrucci  explained that we were to read  the ballot aloud and have the voter make his/her selection.

Ferrucci said that we would be assisting the voter with his or her voting and that we would perhaps have to guide individuals to vote by helping them fill in the ovals on the ballot.   I was trained to help voters fill out their ballots if they needed assistance.

Ferrucci then initiated a role play, asking me as if she was a voter, “who are you here with.”  I replied, “Carlton Staggers.”  I was immediately chastised by Ferrucci and Pearson for doing so.  Pearson looked at me and told me that I was not to do that.  Ferrucci repeated that sentiment, and stated that we were not to state which candidate we were for.  Having never been an observer for supervised balloting before, I was happy to be told.

Ferrucci also told us that literature was not allowed in the area when a voter was making his/her selection.  She also explained that if a voter got up or refused to vote, that the ballot should be put back into the envelope and that “refused” should be written on the ballot.

After approximately twenty minutes of training, during which Ferrrucci looked almost exclusively at Pearson, the training ended.  Ferrucci ask both of us to raise our right hand, and administered an ad libbed oath.  Ferrucci stated midway that she was making up the oath.  The oath ended with the provision that we uphold the laws of the State of Connecticut.  I swore that I would do so.  I left the Registrar of Voters Office at approximately 4.25PM.

The next day, Thursday, September 10, 2009 I arrived at West Rock Health Clinic (34 Level Street) at 9.55AM.  I was 5 minutes late as Ferrucci had instructed Pearson and I to be present at 9.50AM.  I waited in the reception area of the Clinic until Pearson, Helen Powell of the Registrar of Voters Office and some identified to me as “Chubby” entered at 10:15AM.  They arrived together in the same car, a maroon sedan.  I now know “Chubby” to be William King, who is Powell’s husband.  

Upon Pearson, Powell and King’s group arrival, we proceeded immediately to the dining room with Greg, the recreation director of the Clinic.  There was a group of voters in the dining room.  

Either Pearson or Powell told me that t I would be paired with Powell  and that Pearson would be paired with King.     Greg motioned to two tables, Pearson and King sat at one, Powell sat at the other.  I remained standing so that I could observe voting taking place at both tables.  Figure 1 is a diagram of the dining room indicating where we were and where voters were sitting.

Greg began calling names of people to vote, distributing ballots to the two tables.  Powell and King opened the ballots and read the ballots.  I continued to stand between the two tables.  Pearson again told me that I was paired with Helen and to go to that table.  I told  Pearson that I preferred to be able to see voting at both tables.  Throughout voting in the dining room I stood, moving between the two tables as best I could.

After a few voters had cast their ballots, a male voter sat down to vote with King and Pearson.  After signing his name and having the ballot read to him, he abruptly left the table.  I noticed that the ballot remained in King’s hand.  I went over to King and Pearson and asked them “is that ballot refued?” King stated that that the ballot was not refused until we left the Clinic because the ballot had been opened.  He did not write refused on the ballot.  The male voter subsequently returned to the table and voted.

In another incident, I heard a voter at King and Pearson’s table, call out “Carlton” after being read the ballot.  I looked over and noticed that neither Pearson nor King were assisting the voter in filling out his ballot.  I left Powell’s table and walked over to Pearson and King’s table and said that I had heard the voter say “Carlton.”  King said that the voter had  had not said “Carlton” and that I had to remain bi-partisan.    No assistance was provided to the voter.

Voting continued in the dining room until all individuals present voted.  At that time  Powell, Pearson, King, Greg and I got up.  I was told by either Powell or Pearson that I was to accompany Powell through one wing of the building to go to people’s rooms and that King and Pearson would go down on the other wing.  Conducting the balloting in this way  made it impossible for me to observe the balloting being done by King and Pearson, as the wings are separated from one another (Figure 2).  I remained standing as Powell began walking away from me and down the wing.  After Powell left, I followed.  Greg accompanied us down the hallway.  King and Pearson proceeded down to the other wing.

Powell and I began going into voter’s rooms, assisted by Greg.  Powell would open the ballots, have the voter sign the inner envelope and would read  the ballot aloud.  Powell would read, “1A Darnell Goldson [and point], 1B Carlton Staggers [and point].”  She would then instruct the voter to fill in the oval for the candidate they wanted.  On at least five occasions,  while instructing the voter to fill in the oval, she pointed to the oval corresponding to Goldson and moved her finger in a circle around the oval.
In one room, the patient had gone to high school with Powell, which Powell made repeated references to.  In this room, I noticed that there was Goldon literature sitting on a table by the voter’s bed.  I told Powell that there was literature and that it was not allowed to be present.  She moved it to the back of the table and voting continued as the patient sat on her bed.

When Powell and I finished with our wing, we walked back down the hallway to meet King and Pearson.  Pearson had approximately 5 to 6 ballots in her hand  and the glue stick  she had been using to seal the ballots.  Pearson handed the ballots and the glue stick to Powell.

Powell took all the ballots, put them in a bag and we exited West Rock Health Care. Powell, King and Pearson all got into the maroon sedan and left together.  I returned to my car and left as well.  We all left at approximately 11.30AM.

FIGURE 1 – DINNING ROOM ARRANGEMENT



FIGURE 2 – WEST ROCK HEALTH CARE FACILITY
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