NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Saturday, 2, October 2010

NEW HAVEN POLICE MAKE SEVERAL ARRESTS DURING OPERATION NIGHT LIFE

NEW HAVEN – On Saturday October 2nd, New Haven Police, Liquor Control Agents along with the Fire Marshal, did compliance inspections in three establishments throughout the city as part of Operation Night Life. Libras at 56 Main Street was closed after liquor control agents found several violations. Manhattans Bar, at 489 Forbes Avenue,  was visited and liquor violations were found leading to the establishment being cited by liquor control agents. The third compliance inspection was made at Club Alchemy / Elevate at 215 Crown St, where Police and inspectors found an overcrowded club. The club's capacity, according to the Fire Marshall, is 126 people and the compliance check revealed 226 people in the club causing a possible dangerous situation. 

This lack of responsibility on behalf of the operator created serious safety hazards for patrons and employees. Putting aside other violations like underage drinking and allowing mixed age private parties, having an establishment 71% over legal occupancy is an aggregious violation.

The NHPD took this matter seriously and Chief Limon drew a particular connection to this hazardous situation remembering his experience with a fatal overcrowding club investigation he led in Chicago. Chief Limon was the commanding officer on the scene of a nightclub tragedy in Chicago in 2003.  The set up was very similar to Elevate, though a larger establishment.  21 people died and hundreds were injured when a panic set off a stampede in a club with the same type of difficult egress as Elevate.  It is not just incidents of physical violence like the gun fire two weekends ago that call for forceful and immediate police action to prevent potentially deadly tragedies. Elevate presented such a risk that it was necessary to respond with a strong police presence that involved members of the SWAT team as support to the limited bar detail that was already in place. Police are almost always outnumbered.  Police do their job through the cooperation of those they are protecting and policing.

Almost immediately after starting the inspection of Elevate and finding the over-occupancy situation, police were made aware of several large fights taking place outside.  Police could not disengage from their inspection, but needed to be mindful of the larger situation downtown and the need to defuse the chaotic situation and safety hazards in Elevate as quickly as possible and assist their fellow officers maintaining public safety outside.

While the police were checking the ages of the clubs occupants, Officers encountered two males later identified as Zachary Fuhrer and Jordan Jefferson who refused to comply with the officers verbal commands which led to their arrests for interfering with police officers.  As officers were attempting to place Jefferson in custody, Jordan Jefferson struck Officer Abbate, Marshall and Lt Reddish and had to be tased to be brought under control.

Media inquiries have been brought to the Chief's attention about the conduct of officers involved in this tasing incident. The City of New Haven and the NHPD does not tolerate unprofessional or improper behavior by any officer, and will investigate fully any complaint or reasonable suspicion of that kind of behavior. Any behavior that was improper or unlawful by NHPD that is found after an investigation will be dealt with and will be met with appropriate corrective action and discipline.
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