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Stop & Shop Announces Plans to Open New Supermarket
in Dwight Place on Whalley Avenue in New Haven

New store addresses neighborhood priorities of education, nutrition and jobs
(Fairfield, CT) February 1st, 2011 - Stop and Shop Supermarket Company has announced that it will open a new store at 150 Whalley Avenue in New Haven. The 56,000 square foot store will open in the coming months after major renovations are completed to the space previously occupied by Shaw’s Supermarket which closed in January 2010.
“New Haven residents have been underserved for many years, said Stop & Shop New York Metro Region President Ron Onorato. “We plan on correcting that problem by providing area residents the finest products at the best possible prices. We are looking forward to working with the City of New Haven, Yale University, the Greater Dwight Community Investment Corporation and others on the revitalization of the Whalley Avenue commercial corridor and to grow a strong supermarket operation in New Haven.”

"We welcome Stop and Shop to Greater Dwight as an important resource to residents in and around this neighborhood. This is a great step forward for economic and community development. I commend the partners that worked together to bring a full service grocery store back to this section of New Haven. I look forward to continued growth as we collaborate to further empower the City's neighborhoods. Through efforts like this we can help to provide residents with the access to food and retail options they deserve", said Mayor John 
DeStefano, Jr.  

Once opened, the Dwight Place Stop & Shop will employ approximately 130 full and part-time associates. 
The new Stop & Shop will offer customers quality produce and perishable departments, convenience options, technology tools to make shopping easy and thousands of low prices everyday.  Several key departments will include a full-service seafood, deli and floral departments; cheese shop, bakery, ethnic specialty items and an in-store People’s Bank branch.  Emphasizing Stop & Shop’s ongoing commitment to health and wellness, customers will find an assortment of natural and organic products in a dedicated section. 
The store located in the shadow of Yale University will provide students with an opportunity to purchase quality affordable food items that for many were not readily available, said Stop & Shop District Director Ezio Monaco. “In addition to the student population this store will be a viable option for members of the growing Hispanic community, to those who migrated to New Haven from Jamaica and other Caribbean communities and the neighborhood’s growing Jewish community.”

Stop and Shop will anchor Dwight Place, a shopping center developed by the Greater Dwight neighborhood through the Greater Dwight Community Investment Corporation and its partner The Retail Initiative (“TRI”), an affiliate of the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (“LISC”).  A quality, full service community supermarket was a priority of the original Greater Dwight Neighborhood Plan of 1996, developed with the participation of over 300 neighborhood residents and their institutional and business partners, including Yale University, the Hospital of St. Raphael, the Whalley Avenue Special Services District, and the City of New Haven and State of Connecticut.   

“We are delighted to welcome Stop & Shop to Greater Dwight and New Haven,” said Linda Townsend Maier, President of the Greater Dwight Community Investment Corporation (GDCIC), which operates Dwight Place. “Stop & Shop is investing in renovating the store and will provide an inviting place for all of New Haven to shop for a wide selection of groceries, meet neighbors, bank, and fill prescriptions.  Stop & Shop will also help us address neighborhood priorities of education and sound nutrition.  In addition, jobs will be returned to our community.”

Abigail Rider, Associate Vice President of Yale University Properties, said “I am delighted to be part of the team that brought Stop & Shop to Greater Dwight.  University Properties, like all the other organizations that are part of the team, is dedicated to making New Haven a wonderful place to live, work, shop, and play, and high quality supermarkets like Stop & Shop greatly enhance the City’s quality of life.”

About Stop & Shop

The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company employs nearly 62,000 associates and operates over 390 stores throughout Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, New York, and New Jersey. The company helps support local communities fight hunger, combat childhood cancer and promote general health and wellness – with emphasis on children’s educational and support programs. In its commitment to be a sustainable company, Stop & Shop is a member of the US Green Building Council and EPA’s Smart Way program; has been awarded LEED (EB) certifications for 50 of its existing stores; and has been recognized by the EPA for the superior energy management of its stores. Stop & Shop is an Ahold company. To learn more about Stop & Shop, visit www.stopandshop.com.
