Introduction to the Daily Non-Fiction Writing Requirement

Why are we doing this?

Research shows that daily non-fiction writing improves performance in all subject areas.

What exactly is required?

Every student every day in every class will write about what they are learning. Every class in our school should require students to think; the Non-Fiction Writing Requirement simply asks students to do some of that thinking on paper (minimum 10 minutes of writing). 

What do I need to do?

1. Prepare a source that the students will explain, analyze or form an opinion upon (persuade).

2. Prepare a question or prompt that requires the students to write about the source. This question or prompt should support your daily learning objective so this writing is part of your lesson, not a completely stand-alone activity. 

What do you mean by a source?

A source is anything the students from which students can draw evidence to support their thinking. Sources will often be articles or textbook sections related to what students are learning in class; but there are many other possibilities such as:

· Class notes, prepared by the student or the teacher, based on a class lecture or discussion

· Films or news clips or other video

· Photographs or paintings or other pieces of art

· The results of a class activity or presentation which students can cite as evidence 

Sounds like a lot of correcting. Do I need to correct every piece of writing, every day?
Students should have at least one piece of work per week returned to them corrected according to the Non-fiction Writing Rubric. So if you have 75 students, you are correcting about 15 pieces of writing each day.

How do I use the Non-fiction Writing Rubric?
Make copies of the rubric and return it to your students with corrected assignments.  

You do not need to score every assignment that you correct. If you are going to score the assignment, award the students a 1, 2 or 3 in each category and add up the total score. If you are not going to score the assignment simply check the boxes that you think are appropriate. The important thing is that you give the students comments to help them learn from your corrections. 

How does this fit with other writing rubrics that my students have to conform to, such as CAPT or AP?
There should be lots of overlap since we used these and other professionally developed rubrics as reference points in developing our own. However, you may need to do some extra training of your students to prepare for a specific test. That said, we are confident that students who can meet the requirements of this rubric will be strong enough writers to do very well on any exam.
So with 6 rubric categories of writing that you want me to look at and 75 students, that’s 450 pieces of data you want me to consider each week for this ten minutes of writing.  Sounds a little overwhelming, given everything else I am supposed to be doing.
Nobody is expected to comment on all 450 items each week. As a school we will be concentrating on one or two items in the rubric each week and that’s where you will be expected to concentrate your comments. 

For example, we will start out concentrating on the first two items Main Idea and Idea Development. Teachers will receive professional development in these items and then will be expected to help develop their students’ capacity in this area. The other items will be quickly checked but the teacher’s comments will be expected to concentrate on these two.   As the year progresses we will add on the other items after teachers have been trained.

This sounds like a lot of paper to organize. How about that?

To facilitate organization each teacher will be provided with journals in which their students can do their daily non-fiction writing. These journals will be kept in the classrooms and not brought home. So you will need boxes or file drawers to store these journals but that’s it. If you do not have access to storage, talk to the literacy committee and we’ll see what we can do.  

Does all writing have to be done in the journals?

No. While the journals should have enough student writing to track progress, you may choose to have some of the Daily Non-Fiction Writing done outside the journal.  Examples of non-fiction writing that would probably not fit well in the journal might be: 
1. Long-term assignments or assignments that requires multiple drafts; 
2. Assignments that need to be brought home; 
3. Assignments that you will correct for all students, like Document Based Questions or CAPT Essays, when you might not want to bring home all their journals.
4. Assignments typed on a computer (though these could be stapled in).

Assignments such as these would still count for the Daily Writing Requirement even if they do not appear in the journals.
