Writer’s Name_________________________________________________ Assignment__________________________________________________________Date______________________


	
	Goal 
	
	Proficient
	
	Needs Improvement
	

	1. Main Idea
	In the opening paragraph a thesis statement explains a main idea for the piece of writing that responds to all the key issues required by the assignment.
	
	The response has a thesis statement in the opening but it is unclear or fails to address one or more of the key issues.
	
	The response lacks a thesis statement or the thesis statement does not answer the question that was asked.
	

	2.  Idea Development
	The response develops the thesis using specific evidence from the source materials and clearly explains how the evidence supports the thesis.
	
	The response elaborates on the thesis using evidence from the source materials but it is unspecific or key evidence is missing or its connection to the thesis is not clearly explained.
	
	The response uses little evidence from the source materials or evidence is misinterpreted.
	

	3. Organization
	The response organizes information logically. Paragraphs have topic sentences and focus on specific ideas supporting thesis. Sentences are clear and focused.
	
	The information is presented logically but sentences and paragraphs combine ideas that would be better off separated or left out.
	
	The information is not organized in a way that responds clearly to the question. 
	

	4.  Word Choice & Phrasing
	Transitions; precise wording; repetition of key words and phrases; and other strategies are used to improve the clarity and impact of the response.
	
	Some strategies are used to improve the response but it could be much stronger.
	
	Few writing strategies are used to improve the response.
	

	5.  Presentation
	The response is legible, has few grammar or spelling errors and looks attractive on the page.
	
	The response is legible and has some grammar and spelling errors and may be too crowded or spaced improperly.
	
	The response is illegible, sloppy or has many grammar and spelling errors.
	

	6. Voice
	The response shows the writer is thinking about the audience and engaging them powerfully. It would sound very good if read out loud.
	
	The response is appropriate for the audience but not very engaging. It may be “right” but might sound confusing or boring if read out loud.
	
	By using inappropriate language or form, the response lacks awareness of the audience. It would sound bad if read out loud.
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Evaluated by (circle one):     Self       Peer      Teacher        Other (Parent/Guardian, Sibling, Tutor, Etc.)


