NEW HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
THE HYDE SCHOOL

OF HEALTH SCIENCES AND SPORTS MEDICINE
PARENT STATEMENT
The parents at HYDE are excited about the curriculum changes and new developments being implemented at the school.  As the school continues to grow, parents are willing to continue their support of the school’s sports teams and new academic programs.  We are disappointed, however, with the most recent decision made by the District regarding Hyde’s final school site.

It is our understanding that the Hyde School was scheduled to be built where the old Martin Luther King School is on Dixwell Avenue.  The plan was to build a school and walkable bridge from the school to Bowen Field so students could access the field for after school sports activities.


It is now our understanding that the City of New Haven has sold that property, and that the new plan involves creating a wing/attachment to Hillhouse and relocating Hyde to the Hillhouse property.  Some funds for the construction project will also be shifted to support the renovation of Bowen Field as well, something that wasn’t part of the original plan.  This new wing is tentatively scheduled to be opened in 2016.

Parents have discussed this new idea.  Our concerns are as follows:


1)  Loss of identity – As we know, Hyde received a magnet grant almost two years ago, changing the focus of study to health sciences and sports medicine.  We understand that the federal funded magnet grant serves as seed money to build the new academic program, with the hope of continued funding from the State of CT.  Based on our research, the only other school in the state of CT with a similar focus is Hartford’s Sports & Medical Sciences Academy.  The development of a school with this particular focus in our area is a great opportunity for our children and a terrific nitch for the school District, and we feel this new plan will jeopardize Hyde’s ability to build its own identity.


2)  Grant fund allocation – We understand that the building funds for the new school are allocated to support building the new space and some initial build out.  This new plan also includes a re-allocation of funds to support renovations at Bowen Field and new turf at Wilbur Cross Athletic Complex.  Is this re-allocation of funds a fundamental change from the initial plan?  Does Hyde’s magnet grant allow for this change? As much as I can appreciate the much needed renovations at Bowen Field and Cross, using funds from this project isn’t appropriate in our opinion.

3)  Current Hyde curriculum and support - We understand that in addition to these changes, the District HAS NOT made any provision to provide support for learning materials and current capacity build out for Hyde’s new magnet theme between now and 2016 when the new facility is completed.  Hyde doesn’t have enough space, science equipment or supplies for next year, yet there is expectation from the BOE that the school increase enrollment and offer more science classes.  Co-Op has specialized teachers in the arts; Metropolitan has specialized teachers in business and Sound School has specialized teachers in marine science.  Where is the support for Hyde?  We are disturbed to find out that the District has not included any funds in its budget to support the new sciences classes being offered at Hyde next year.

4)  School Building Committee - At ESUMS, the school has a building committee comprised of local architects, school administrators, teachers and parents.  This committee provides insight and input into some of the decision making process.  It is my understanding that Hyde DOESN'T have a building committee.  This is extremely problematic in my opinion.

Our questions are as follows:

1) What group made the final decision regarding the move to Hillhouse?  What Hyde parents, Hyde teachers and Hyde administrators were involved in this group?  Was anyone at Hillhouse involved in this decision?  According to the District website regarding school construction it states:

“…the Citywide School Construction program has evolved into a national model for its massive scope, innovative financing and high degree of community involvement.”

Also on the website:

“Every school project has been designed with the assistance of a School-Based Building Advisory Committee (SBBAC), which includes school staff, parents, community members and the area alderpeople, all of whom work with the architect and school construction staff to design a school that meets the State’s various standards, BOE requirements and the needs of the school and neighborhood.  The SBBACs report to the Citywide School Building Committee, which oversees the program.”

We understand that the building hasn’t been designed yet, however, we don’t believe that this current situation represents a “high degree of community involvement.”

2) How will these changes affect the current magnet grant?

3) Since the MLK school site on Dixwell is no longer available, what other options were explored before deciding on a move to Hillhouse?

4) Where is the transparency?  We don’t believe that reading about the School’s Construction plans in the New Haven Independent first before receiving any information from the District is the best way to build parent confidence or support.

WE ARE NOT IN SUPPORT OF THIS DECISION!!!

We are eager and willing to work with the School District to JOINTLY creating a solution for HYDE’s current situation.  We would like to propose some possible solutions:

1) Possible site:  New site on the grounds of Southern CT State University.  According to our research, the District is planning to build a new school on or very near SCSU.  HYDE is a partner school with SCSU.  Why not build the new space there?
 

2) Creation of a HYDE Building Committee:  We believe that open communication between administrators, parents, teachers and children is essential in the development of any school program.  With HYDE being the only school of its kind in New Haven County, we need to be even more diligent in engaging as many stakeholders as necessary to insure that we JOINTLY develop programs that are in the best interest of our students.  We believe that a HYDE Building Committee be established IMMEDIATELY. 
