Resolution of the Board of Aldermen establishing a charter revision commission

WHEREAS: pursuant  to Article XXXIX  of the Charter of the City of New Haven a charter revision commission shall be appointed by the Board of Aldermen at least once every ten years after July 1, 1993; and

WHEREAS: pursuant to Section 7-187 et. seq. of the General Statutes of Connecticut said commission shall consist of between 5 and 15 electors not more than one third of whom may hold any other public office in the municipality and not more than a bare majority of whom shall be members of any one political party; and

WHEREAS: pursuant to Section 7-187 et. seq. prior to establishment of said commission a resolution initiating the charter revision must be approved by a 2/3 vote of the entire Board of Aldermen; and

WHEREAS: within 30 days of the adoption of this resolution the Board of Aldermen shall approve the members of this Charter Revision Commission; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a Charter Revision Commission be and hereby is empanelled pending aldermanic approval of those members.
BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED that this Charter Revision Commission is charged in its review of and report on the entire Charter to specifically consider the following:

1. Review and make recommendation regarding increasing the term of office from two to four years for the positions of Mayor, City Clerk and Alderman Registrar of Voters and if changed, at what date should the change be effective;
2. Review and make recommendation regarding decreasing the term of office from four to two years of the Registrars of Voters and if changed, at what date should the change be effective; and
3. Review and make recommendations regarding term limits for the  Offices of Mayor, City Clerk and Alderman, and Registrar of Voters and if changed, at what date should the change be effective; 
4. Review and make recommendations regarding the salaries or stipends for each Offices of Mayor, City Clerk and Alderman, and Registrar of Voters and if changed, at what date should the change be effective; 

5. Review and make recommendations on  whether the Mayor should sit on any board or commissions and if changed, at what date should the change be effective;
6. Review and make recommendations on the total number of Aldermen; whether the number should increase, stay the same or decrease, and if changed, at what date should the change be effective.

7. Review and make recommendation on whether all boards and commissions should be confirmed by the Board of Aldermen including, but not limited to,  the Board of  Fire Commissioners, Board of  Police  Commissioners, the City Plan Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals,  and the Board of Education; 
8. Review and make recommendations on whether the Board of Education should be elected, appointed, a combination of both or appointed and confirmed by Board of Aldermen; 
9. Review and make recommendations on the Civilian Review Board powers including but not limited to it powers, its members terms, its composition and the process of appointing its members.
10.  Review and make recommendations on the Democracy Fund Board powers including but not limited to it powers, its members terms, its composition and the process of appointing its members and place in Charter.

11.  Review and make recommendations on the qualifications for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Trees, Deputy Director including but not limited to requiring that the Deputy Director, be a licensed and certified arborist. 

12.  Review and make recommendations for the definition of residency as it relates to residency requirements in the Charter

13.  Review and make recommendations concerning the process to have a member of the Board of Aldermen serve in the place of the Minority Leader when the Board is fully composed of members from one party.

14. Review and make recommendations concerning to clarify the  process of amending the wards of the City of New Haven, including situations where technical corrections are required.

15. Review and make recommendations concerning to clarify the ability of the Board of Aldermen to abate motor vehicle taxes and other taxes in situations that can not be defined as “poor and unable to pay”.

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED that approval of this resolution by a 2/3 vote of the entire Board of Aldermen officially initiates the process for charter revision pursuant to Article XXXIX of the Charter and Section 7-187 ET. Seq.of the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut 
BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED that this Charter Revision Commission shall submit its final report to the Board of Aldermen on or before May 13, 2013.
