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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & IDEAS 
ANNOUNCES 2013 LINEUP 

 
DREAMING NEW WORLDS:  

MAJOR COLLABORATIONS, PREMIERES, AND 
CELEBRATIONS HIGHLIGHT 15-DAY EVENT,  

JUNE 15-29 
 

 
New Haven, CT—The International Festival of Arts & Ideas today announced complete details for 
Festival 2013, taking place from June 15 to 29 in New Haven, Connecticut.  The theme for the 
18th annual Festival is Dreaming New Worlds, reflecting a quality of imagination, inspiration, and 
innovation in the outstanding international events slated for June.   Festival 2013 marquee 
sponsors include the State of Connecticut, Yale University, First Niagara Bank, the Community 
Foundation of Greater New Haven and the National Endowment for the Arts.   
 
“We’ve gathered all sorts of dreamers and innovators here this summer,” said the Festival’s 
Executive Director, Mary Lou Aleskie.  “These are the people who are shaping our world and 
imagining our future.  This can be seen in everything from the artistic innovations of Tom Morris 
and Handspring Puppet Company, whose Midsummer Night’s Dream opens the Festival, to the 
brilliant minds of scientists, business leaders, and thinkers gathered in our ideas program.  We 
hope that our audience will join us and be inspired to dream new worlds for themselves as well.” 
 
Festival 2013 once again features the Festival’s nationally-recognized mix of the highest quality 
performing arts and groundbreaking ideas.  Spanning 15 days, Festival 2013 features 21 
headline events, 14 ideas lectures and conversations, and dozens of free walking, bike, 
exhibition, and food tours, plus family programs, concerts from noon to night on the New Haven 
Green, and more. 
 
A complete list of Festival artists and programs begins on page 5 of this release. 
 
Headliners on the New Haven Green 
 
The Festival’s signature free concerts on the New Haven Green begin in a big way: Opening 
Night on the Green is headlined by Aaron Neville, the iconic, multi-Grammy Award winning soul 
and R&B vocalist, whose new album was released this year.  His appearance celebrates the 
recipients of the State of Connecticut’s Governor’s Arts Awards, who will open the evening’s 
performance.  First Niagara is the proud sponsor of the Festival’s opening night on the Green. 
 
On June 23, The Kronos Quartet launches its 40th Anniversary Season as an innovative new 
music ensemble, joined by special guest Wu Man. The ensemble, which includes violinists David 
Harrington and John Sherba, and violist Hank Dutt, will welcome a new member to the ensemble 
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at its New Haven performance: cellist Sunny Jungin Yang.  Rounding out the series of free New 
Haven Green headliners is Calexico and Susana Baca (June 16), Funkadesi (June 24), and 
Debo Band with Fendika (June 29). 
 
A special draw on the Green throughout this year’s festival is David Dimitri’s L’homme Cirque, 
a one-man circus in which Dimitri will pitch his own tent and perform an entire show of acrobatic 
feats, including a human cannonball and wire-walk onto the Green, ten times each week.  A 
portion of tickets for every performance of L’homme Cirque will be available on a walk-up, pay-
what-you-wish basis, in keeping with the New Haven Green’s open-to-all philosophy. 
 
 
Performance Programs 
 
The Festival’s ticketed performance programs are highlighted by A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
a new production from the creators of the international sensation War Horse, in an exclusive 
Northeast U.S. engagement for summer 2013; a premiere of a new work from the acclaimed 
Indian Kuchipudi dancer Shantala Shivalingappa; a new hip-hop musical, Stuck Elevator, with 
music by Byron Au Yong and New Haven native Aaron Jafferis, presented in association with 
Long Wharf Theatre; and two presentations at the Shubert Theater: Sequence 8 from the thrilling 
Canadian circus arts company Les 7 doigts de la main (7 Fingers), who are represented on 
Broadway this year in the new production of Pippin; and French-Brazilian hip-hop dance 
ensemble Compagnie Käfig, whose raw energy and precision dances have thrilled audiences 
around the world.   
 
During the first week, the Festival will present the world premiere of My Friend’s Story, a new 
operatic work based on Anton Chekhov’s short story Terror created by composer Martin 
Bresnick, librettist J.D. McClatchy, and director David Chambers, faculty members at Yale 
School of Music, the English department at Yale, and Yale School of Drama respectively. New 
works of music theater will also be seen and heard at open rehearsal readings the Yale Institute 
for Music Theatre, a workshop residency program at Yale School of Drama to develop new 
works. 
 
The Festival prides itself on showcasing Connecticut’s community of artists throughout the 
Festival.  This year, award-winning New Haven ensemble company Broken Umbrella Theater 
Company presents a new creation, Freewheelers, as part of the Festival’s performance 
program.  The piece, staged inside Broken Umbrella’s unique space in the old Horowitz Brothers 
department store, is about the uncanny collision of bicycle history and corset making in the city of 
New Haven. 
 
The Festival’s ticketed music programs include an evening of vibrant acoustic jazz from Christian 
McBride and Inside Straight on June 20; John Luther Adam’s evocative songbirdsongs, 
performed by music ensemble Le Train Bleu at New Haven’s Marsh Botanical Gardens; 
Rachmaninoff’s All-Night Vigil performed by Jeffrey Douma’s professional ensemble Yale Choral 
Artists, who return to the Festival after last year’s Yale International Choral Festival; and 
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino, who are among a new wave of young performers re-inventing 
Southern Italy’s Pizzica musical and dance traditions for today’s global audience.  
 
 
Ideas Programs 
 
The Festival’s Ideas program brings together an eclectic mix of authors, researchers, artists, 
experimenters, and dreamers who are asking big questions: what is involved in dreaming new 
worlds, and what could that new world look like?  Among the 14 lectures, panels, and 
conversations are Joshua Foer, author of Moonwalking with Einstein, discussing what traditional 
hunter-gatherer societies have to tell us about the way we live now; Marion Nestle on the politics 
of food and food production; Benjamin Barber asking whether mayors and city-states have more 
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to offer their communities than today’s more commonly prevalent nation states; and a gathering 
of Global Innovators in Business, comprised of innovative businesses and business leaders 
from right here in Connecticut, exploring how global innovation is sparked right here at home.   
 
Singer-songwriter Rosanne Cash returns to the Festival after her spectacular closing-night 
concert at Festival 2012, this time to close the Ideas series with an inspiring, revelatory talk about 
her life and artistic experiences.  Festival artists appearing at panels and discussions throughout 
the Ideas program include David Harrington of the Kronos Quartet, pipa player Wu Man, 
Shantala Shivalingappa, Stuck Elevator composer Byron Au Yong, and Debo Band’s Danny 
Mekonnen.  
 
 
Community Programs 
 
Festival 2013 will also include a series of 29 Walking Tours to sites and historic neighborhoods 
throughout New Haven, in concert with more than a dozen community partners.  The Noon to 
Night series of weekday performances presents performances from around the region at noon 
and 6pm Tuesday to Friday on the New Haven Green, and the Weekend Showcase presents 
community groups on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
 
Music Haven, which provides world-class performances and free after school education 
programs that build long-term relationships between professional musicians, children, and 
families in four high-poverty Empowerment Zone neighborhoods of New Haven, will run a String 
Quartet Truck during the first week of the Festival: From June 17-21, the Haven String Quartet, 
the resident ensemble at Music Haven, will perform live all over the city onboard a flatbed truck.  
Further, preceding the Kronos Quartet headline concert on the Green on June 22, Music Haven 
will stage a String Musician Play-In, inviting all string musicians from across the city to welcome 
the Kronos Quaret to New Haven with a Green-wide play-in of select string music.  Details and 
sheet music for the play-in will be posted at a later date. 
 
In the weeks leading up to the Festival, the Festival plans to produce a Pop-Up Village that will 
travel to one or two community sites before landing on the New Haven Green during the Festival 
itself.  The physical structure of the village is being produced in partnership with students at Yale 
School of Architecture, who last year created a shining metallic Info Pavilion for the Festival.  
This year, the Pop-Up Village  will showcase performances, activities, and programs created by 
the Festival’s partner organizations in the New Haven community. More details for the Pop-Up 
Village will be announced at a later date. 
 
As always, the Festival will feature plenty of activity for all ages: Box City, a fun and interactive 
crafts activity in which children build a miniature city from found boxes and craft supplies, opens 
the Festival on June 15 and 16; and the Family Stage on the New Haven Green features free 
youth-oriented performances at 1:15pm Tuesday to Friday.  Family-friendly ticketed 
performances include L’homme Cirque, Sequence 8, and Compagnie Käfig, with a $20 youth 
ticket price available in advance. 
 
 
Accessible Ticket Pricing & Day Packages 
 
The Festival is proud to offer low and accessible ticket prices for performing arts programs, in 
addition to discounts available for students, seniors, and youth age 17 and under.  More than 
80% of Festival programs are completely free to the public.  For L’homme Cirque and 
Freewheelers, at least 20% of tickets for each performance will be available on a pay-what-you-
wish basis one hour before the performance.  For tickets and more information, go to artidea.org.  
 
To encourage longer visits to the Festival and to New Haven, the Festival has crafted day and 
weekend-long schedules and packages in which Festival visitors can spend an entire day at the 
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Festival attending performances, lectures, and tours.  Visitors can choose schedules of 
completely free activities, or can choose to attend a day of world-class performances as well.  
More information can be found at artidea.org/ticketpackages.  
 
Ticketed events go on sale to the general public on April 16 on the Festival’s website, and 
through the Shubert Theater box office.  Tickets are on sale to Festival members now.   
 
  
ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & IDEAS 
 
The International Festival of Arts & Ideas is a 15-day festival of performing arts, lectures, and 
conversations that celebrates the greatest artists and thinkers from around the world. Each June, 
the Festival takes over the theaters, open spaces, and courtyards of New Haven, Connecticut 
with performances and dialogues that tickle the senses, engage the mind, and inspire the soul. 
 
The Festival was established in 1996 by Anne Calabresi, Jean Handley and Roslyn Meyer, and 
has grown into one of the Northeast's largest and most significant cultural destinations. More than 
80% of Festival programs are completely free to the public, including events that feature some of 
the most prestigious jazz, classical, dance, and theater artists in the world. The Festival’s 
programs have an impact throughout the year, including engagement and educational 
programming such as the Festival Fellowship Program for underserved youth, and the Visionary 
Leadership Award held in autumn of each year. 
 
Festival 2013 is presented with the generous support of marquee sponsors the State of 
Connecticut, Yale University, the Community Foundation of Greater New Haven, First Niagara, 
and the National Endowment for the Arts.   
 
For more information about the Festival, go to artidea.org. 



INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & IDEAS 

 5 of 18 

ABOUT THE SHOWS 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
Bristol Old Vic/Handspring Puppet Company 
June 15-23 
2p & 8pm on June 15, 19, 22 
2pm on June 16, 23 
8pm on June 18, 20, 21, 22 
University Theatre, 222 York Street  
($30 / $55 / $75 / $95) 
 
By William Shakespeare 
A Bristol Old Vic production in association with Handspring Puppet Company 
Directed by Tom Morris 
Co-commissioned by Spoleto Festival USA 
 
In their first collaboration since their international, Tony Award winning theatrical hit War Horse, 
director Tom Morris and South Africa’s Handspring Puppet Company have created a new 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s inexhaustible A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  The 12-performance 
engagement at the International Festival of Arts & Ideas is the show’s only Northeast U.S. 
engagement this season.  
 
This Midsummer interweaves the lives of lovers, actors, friends, foes, and fairies in a tale of love, 
lust, survival, and song, where a belief in the mystical presence of fairies isn’t mere superstition, 
but encoded in the routines of a community living on the edge of viability. This is a future-primitive 
world, a hard world, a world of survival and instinct; a world in which, thanks to the magic of 
Handspring Puppet Company, all objects are granted the right to life. 
 
 
Aaron Neville / State of Connecticut Governor’s Arts Awards 
June 15 at 7pm 
New Haven Green  
(FREE) 
 
Iconic soul and R&B vocalist Aaron Neville headlines an evening celebrating art and artists 
making an impact in Connecticut.  Aaron Neville has spent five decades capturing New Orleans’ 
spirit of undying hope in music, both as a part of the Neville Brothers and on his own in an 
esteemed solo career. In his recently released album My True Story, Neville revisits the music he 
grew up with, adding a few new spins along the way. This free concert on the New Haven Green 
features a collection of classic doo-wop numbers in his utterly inimitable vocal style. American 
Songwriter calls the album “a thrilling project that combines Neville’s stunning voice with classic 
melodies whose sentiments remain timeless.” 
 
The State of Connecticut Governor’s Arts Awards honor individuals in Connecticut who have 
made an outstanding impact in the field of arts and culture.  As the opening act to tonight’s 
concert, the festival is proud to host a performance and the official award presentation on the 
Festival’s New Haven Green stage. Performers and recipients will be announced in the spring. 
There will also be a 3pm conversation with the Governor’s arts award recipients, as part of the 
Festival’s Ideas program.   
 
First Niagara is the proud sponsor of the Festival’s opening night on the Green. 
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L’homme Cirque 
David Dimitri 
June 15-29 
1pm & 5pm on June 15, 16, 22, 23, 29 
7:30pm on June 18, 20, 21, 25, 27, 28 
5pm & 7:30pm on June 19, 26 
Tent on the New Haven Green  
($35 / pay what you wish) 
 
Acclaimed circus artist David Dimitri will turn the New Haven Green into his own high-flying 
playground this June, as he pitches his own tent and performs a breathtaking one-man show 
every day of the Festival. L’homme Cirque is a one-man circus featuring an innovative 
combination of acrobatics, music, and dance, including everything from a human cannon ball to a 
climactic high-wire act. 
 
Dimitri is internationally renowned for his unique style of tight wire dancing. Combining an 
education at the state academy for Circus Arts in Budapest with intensive dance studies at New 
York’s Juilliard School, Dimitri has created virtuoso wire dances celebrated at circuses, arts 
festivals, and concert halls throughout the world. 
 
A select number of tickets for each performance will be available on a pay-what-you-wish basis 
beginning one hour before the show.  Tickets are available first-come, first-served, one ticket per 
person, line begins at the tent’s box office on the New Haven Green. 
 
 
Yale Institute for Music Theatre  
June 15-16 
Mrs. Hughes: June 15 at 1pm, June 16 at 5pm 
The Last Queen of Canaan: June 15 at 5pm, June 16 at 1pm 
Off-Broadway Theater, 41 Broadway (enter from York St, pathway next to Mory’s) 
($20) 
 
This is an exciting chance for theater and music lovers to get a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the 
creation of new music theater, as emerging composers, book writers, and lyricists develop their 
work in an intensive lab setting with a company of professional directors, music directors, actors, 
and singers. The two-week residency at Yale School of Drama culminates with open rehearsal 
readings of each project, presented as part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas.  
 
The Yale Institute for Music Theatre (Mark Brokaw, Artistic Director) has selected two original 
book musicals to be developed for these presentations: The Last Queen of Canaan, with music 
by Jacob Yandura and book and lyrics by Rebekah Greer Melocik, and Mrs. Hughes, with music 
and lyrics by Sharon Kenny and book by Janine Nabers. 
 
 
Freewheelers – A Broken Umbrella Theatre 
June 15-29 
3pm & 8pm on June 15, 23, 29 
3pm & 7pm on June 16, 23 
8pm on June 19, 26 
760 Chapel Street Street  
($35 / pay what you wish) 
 
Freewheelers explores an uncanny historical collision in New Haven’s history: in 1866, the bicycle 
was patented in New Haven. That same year, the country's first corset factory opened just blocks 
away from the town’s famed Green. These parallel events set into motion a new chapter in 
women's ongoing fight for equality. Freewheelers is a spectacle of song, movement, and 
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storytelling that explores the convergence of the corset and the bicycle—and the exhilarating 
effect it had on society. 
 
A Broken Umbrella Theatre, New Haven’s award-winning ensemble theater company, is known 
for creating original, site-specific theater inspired by the rich history and lore of New Haven. The 
ensemble’s immersive spectacles take audiences back in time, enlivening forgotten city locations 
while uncovering secrets from the past. For Freewheelers, Broken Umbrella and Olympia 
Properties have breathed new life into the former Horowitz Brothers department store, 
transforming it into an exciting theatrical space. 
 
Freewheelers is produced with support from the Department of Economic and Community 
Development, Connecticut Office of the Arts which also receives support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.  Additional support is provided by the Stage Directors 
and Choreographers Foundation through the Denham Fellowship. The venue is made possible 
with a generous donation by Olympia Properties. 
 
A select number of tickets for each performance will be available on a pay-what-you-wish basis 
beginning one hour before the show: first-come, first-served, one ticket per person, line begins at 
760 Chapel Street box office. 
 
 
Historical Verité: The Documentaries of Spike Lee and Sam Pollard 
Presented in association with the Yale Summer Film Institute 
June 14-16 
Yale Whitney Humanities Center  
(FREE) 
 
Working together and separately, Spike Lee and Sam Pollard have produced a series of 
groundbreaking documentaries on African-American history.  These include If God Is Willing and 
Da Creek Don’t Rise (2010), a follow-up to critically acclaimed documentary on the effects of 
Hurricane Katrina, When the Levees Broke (2006).  The latter was presented at the International 
Festival of Arts & Ideas in 2007. This year, Festival takes an opportunity to look at their work in 
greater depth, with screenings of several important documentaries in their collaboration. 
 
Screenings include: 
 4 Little Girls (Spike Lee, 1997) on June 14 at 7pm 
 If God Is Willing and Da Creek Don’t Rise (Spike Lee, 2010) on June 15 at 12pm 
 Bad 25 (Spike Lee, 2012) on June 16 at 12pm 
 Slavery by Another Name (Sam Pollard, 2012) on June 16 at 3:30pm 
 
A Q&A with director Spike Lee will occur at 2:30pm on June 16, and Q&As with producer/director 
Sam Pollard will occur on June 14 following the 7pm screening and on June 16 at 5pm.  A panel 
on post-Katrina New Orleans occurs at 5pm on June 15, following the 12pm screening of Lee’s 
Bad 25. 
 
Calexico & Susana Baca 
June 16 at 7pm 
New Haven Green  
(FREE) 
 
This evening’s headline act Calexico has long called upon an extended range of musical 
influences. Based in Tucson and named after a California town, Calexico’s work has spoken of 
dusty deserts and the loners that inhabit them, mixing America’s country music heritage with a 
Latin twist. The band’s Joey Burns and John Convertino have blended these influences so 
distinctly that the results have almost become a genre of their own.  
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Afro-Peruvian singer-songwriter Susana Baca is one of the great voices of modern Peru. Her 
songs are poetic and rich with evocative imagery, while her voice is delicate yet soulful. Winner of 
two Latin Grammy Awards, Baca has been a key figure in the revival of Afro-Peruvian music 
around the world, and was recently named Peru’s Minister of Culture.  Ms. Baca is the evening’s 
opening act. 
 
 
The Quiet Volume 
Ant Hampton & Tim Etchells 
June 18-28 
One-hour performances for 2 audience members beginning each half hour:  
9:30am-5:30pm on June 18-21, 25-27 (last show at 5:30pm) 
9:30am-3:30pm on June 22, 28 (last show at 3:30pm) 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 121 Wall Street 
($25)  
 
The Quiet Volume is an intimate theatrical experience about books, reading, and the communal 
experience of the library. Two audience members at a time participate side by side in the Reading 
Room of Yale’s spectacular Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, a 50-year-old New 
Haven institution dedicated to the preservation of rare books and manuscripts for research and 
discovery. 
 
In the experience, participants sit at tables and don headphones. Taking cues from words both 
written and whispered in their ears, they find themselves burrowing an unlikely path through a pile 
of books. The play, written by Ant Hampton and Tim Etchells, exploits the particular tension 
common to any library worldwide: a combination of silence and concentration within which 
different peoples' experiences of reading unfold. 
 
 
My Friend’s Story 
Martin Bresnick / J.D. McClatchy / David Chambers 
Presented with the support of Yale School of Music 
June 19-20 
8pm on June 19, 20 
Iseman Theater, 1156 Chapel Street 
($35 / $45) 
 
Three award-winning artists—composer Martin Bresnick, librettist and poet J. D. McClatchy, and 
director David Chambers—have collaborated to create a new chamber opera entitled My Friend’s 
Story, inspired by Anton Chekhov’s short story “Terror.”  
 
This opera takes from the Chekhov story themes of combustible psychic intrigue, aching sexual 
longing, and human misunderstanding, moving them into the present and setting them in an 
unnamed American rural landscape: an “off-the-grid” world that incites acts of yearning and 
betrayal. 
 
 
Christian McBride & Inside Straight 
June 20 at 8pm 
Morse Recital Hall in Sprague Memorial Hall, 470 College Street 
($35 / $45) 
 
Christian McBride is the one of the premier bassists on today’s jazz and pop scene. In his 20-year 
career, he has established himself as a near-legendary player with an expansive musical 
curiosity, working with artists from all different genres of music and establishing himself as a 
master of jazz new and old. 
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Inside Straight is McBride’s acoustic jazz quintet, comprised of friends old and new. Formed in 
June 2007, the group was created to focus on playing straight-ahead acoustic jazz. The 
ensemble includes pianist Christian sands, a New Haven native who grew up and trained locally 
before making it big.  Pop Matters said of Inside Straight’s debut recording, Kind of Brown: “This 
music is unselfconsciously traditional: it’s fun; it swings. It’s not experimental, but it gives superb 
voice to several brilliant musicians...Christian McBride, the finest bassist of his generation, is on 
track. It’s his best record, and it puts a little jump in your step. It’s hot.” 
 
 
Stuck Elevator 
Presented in association with Long Wharf Theatre 
June 20-29 
8pm on June 20, 21, 25, 27, 28 
2pm & 8pm on June 22, 26, 29 
2pm on June 23 
Long Wharf Theatre, Stage II 
($35 / $55) 
 
Music by Byron Au Yong  
Libretto by Aaron Jafferis  
Directed by Chay Yew  
Produced by ArKtype/Thomas O. Kriegsmann 
 
Stuck Elevator is a comic-rap-scrap metal musical prompted by the real life experience of a 
Chinese restaurant delivery man trapped in a Bronx elevator for 81 hours. The musical follows his 
experience living in New York, where he has been working at Happy Dragon Restaurant 
struggling to repay a $60,000 debt to smugglers for his passage from China to the United States. 
His journey is from one country touted as the next global economic superpower to another 
founded on the ideals of democracy and freedom.  
 
Seattle-based Byron Au Yong and New Haven native Aaron Jafferis are two exciting and 
resonant new voices in American theater today: Stuck Elevator returns to the Festival in a full 
production, after a workshop version was performed at Festival 2010 as part of the Yale Institute 
for Music Theatre. A complete production premiered at American Conservatory Theatre in San 
Francisco this spring.  
 
 
Compagnie Käfig 
Centre Chorégraphique National de Créteil et du Val-de-Marne 
Mourad Merzouki, Artistic Director 
June 21-22 
8pm on June 21 
2pm on June 22 
Shubert Theatre, 247 College Street  
($35 / $45) 
 
Compagnie Käfig is hip-hop that is high energy and high thrill.  French artistic director and 
international hip-hop choreographer Mourad Merzouki has assembled a group of 11 young 
Brazilian dancers and created two works—Correria and Agwa—based on their lives and 
experiences in Brazil.  Pulsing with life and rhythm, the performance is a sensational display of 
virtuosity and joy. 
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Yale Choral Artists 
Jeffrey Douma, director 
June 21 at 8pm 
Church of St. Mary, 5 Hillhouse Avenue 
($35 / $45) 
 
The Yale Choral Artists is a professional ensemble comprised of leading singers from around the 
country, directed by Jeffrey Douma. Current members of the Choral Artists also perform in the 
ranks of such acclaimed ensembles as the Trinity Wall Street Choir, Chanticleer, the Handel and 
Haydn Society Chorus, the Oregon Bach Festival Chorus, Voices of Ascension, Conspirare, and 
many others, and are also leading concert soloists, particularly in the area of early music. 
 
At the Festival, the choir will perform Sergei Rachmaninoff’s beautiful and haunting All-Night Vigil, 
considered to be a pinnacle of Russian liturgical music and one of the most beloved a cappella 
choral works in the repertoire.  The opulent acoustics in St. Mary’s Church serve as an ideal 
match for the work’s lush harmonies and beautiful melodies. 
 
Kronos Quartet with special guest Wu Man 
June 22, New Haven Green (free) 
 
The celebrated new-music ensemble Kronos Quartet launches its 40th Anniversary Season with a 
free-for-everyone concert on the New Haven Green, featuring special guest Wu Man. The 
Grammy winning Quartet has eagerly explored new music in a diverse range of genres, spanning 
contemporary classical music, Mexican folk, experimental, pre-classical early music, film scores, 
jazz, and tango.  The Kronos Quartet, which includes violinists David Harrington and John 
Sherba, and violist Hank Dutt, will welcome a new ensemble member at its performance in New 
Haven: cellist Sunny Jungin Yang. 
 
The performance in New Haven will include works specially commissioned and created for the 
Quartet, as well as Chinese pipa player Wu Man, who was recently named Musical America’s 
2012 musician of the year. 
 
Preceding the concert, at 6pm, Music Haven will stage a String Musician Play-In, inviting all 
string musicians from across the city to welcome the Kronos Quaret to New Haven with a Green-
wide play-in of select string music.  Details and sheet music for the play-in will be posted at a later 
date. 
 
 
songbirdsongs 
Music by John Luther Adams 
Performed by Le Train Bleu 
June 23 at 5pm 
Marsh Botanical Gardens, 227 Mansfield Street  
($35 / $45) 
 
In this special sound and music experience, the ensemble Le Train Bleu performs composer John 
Luther Adams’ exquisite and enchanting songbirdsongs amidst a lush landscape of summer 
foliage at New Haven’s Marsh Botanical Garden.  As "one of the most original musical thinkers of 
the new century" (Alex Ross, The New Yorker), Adams is a composer whose life and work are 
deeply rooted in the natural world. songbirdsongs is one of Adams’ earliest works, evoking the 
chaotic yet harmonious world of birds, water, and wind using a small ensemble of piccolos and 
percussion. 
 
The musical soundscape will be performed by Le Train Bleu, a new music ensemble led by flutist 
Ransom Wilson. The ensemble’s performance of songbirdsongs has been called “gorgeous... the 
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music would vibrate and glitter around you, with the bewildering but satisfying precision of a 
dream”(The New York Times). 
 
 
Funkadesi 
June 23 at 8pm 
New Haven Green  
(FREE) 
 
Funkadesi blends Indian music—bhangra, Bollywood, Indian folk—with reggae, funk, and Afro-
Caribbean grooves.  The band hails from Chicago, proudly representing the diverse multi-ethnic 
communities within the city.  Funkadesi even caught the attention of then-U.S. Senator Barack 
Obama, who noted: “Funkadesi really knows how to get a crowd going. I can’t say enough how 
energizing this band is. There’s a lot of funk in that desi!” 
 
Described as an “ideal party band,” Funkadesi “also bears messages of togetherness… The 
rhythms of Indian Ragas and reggae have striking similarities, while the Latin, African and 
contemporary funk that’s spicing this one-sound, many-voices stew fits the all-world mélange to a 
tee. Whatever your background, there’s music here for you” (Geoff Chapman, Toronto Star). 
 
Before the show, at 6pm, Funkadesi will lead a come-all bhangra dance party, teaching dance 
moves to the whole crowd in preparation for the band’s 7pm performance. 
 
 
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino 
June 24 at 8pm 
University Theater, 222 York Street  
($35 / $45) 
 
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino is regarded as one of Italy’s leading and longest-standing 
traditional music ensembles, hailing from the Puglia in Salento—the heel of the Italian boot.  The 
seven-piece band are among a new wave of young performers reinventing Southern Italy’s 
Pizzica musical and dance traditions for today’s global audience, and their show is an explosion 
of life: full of energy, passion, rhythm and mystery, bringing the audience from the past into 
modernity and back. 
 
 
Shantala Shivalingappa – US Premiere: Akasha 
June 26-28 
8pm on June 26, 27, 28 
Mainstage Theater, Co-Op High School, 177 College Street  
($35 / $55) 
 
A classical Indian dancer whose artistic curiosity has spanned contemporary and traditional 
forms, Shantala Shivalingappa is widely acclaimed for her vivid, brilliantly musical performances. 
Shivalingappa specializes in the traditional South Indian dance form of Kuchipudi and she has 
also made an imprint working with Western artists such as Pina Bausch and Peter Brook. 
 
The Festival is proud to present the U.S. premiere of Shivalingappa’s new Kuchipudi solo, 
Akasha, explores her wide-ranging traditions and contemporary influences and will be performed 
to live Indian classical music. The piece is co-commissioned by the International Festival of Arts & 
Ideas, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, and additional European partners.  
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Sequence 8  
Les 7 doigts de la main (7 Fingers) 
June 27-29 
8pm on June 27, 28 
2pm on June 29 
Shubert Theater  
($20 / $35 / $55) 
 
The Montreal-based circus company Les 7 doigts de la main is known for creating circus at a 
human scale, placing the extraordinary elements of circus in ordinary contexts, and putting into 
focus identifiable characters with dramatic arcs leading to their moments of physical exploits.  The 
company’s work is represented on Broadway this year in the new production of Pippin. 
 
Sequence 8 carries these emotional dynamics to a point of explosion and propulsion. In this show 
we find emotions so heightened they spring into action, relationships that transform and evolve 
until they create actual velocity. Set not in a specific time or place but rather on a vertical canvas 
of sorts, this acrobatic dance and theater piece contemplates the role of the “other,” and how we 
define ourselves through and against it. 
 
 
Debo Band and Fendika 
June 29 at 8pm 
New Haven Green  
(FREE) 
 
Fendika is a super-group of traditional musicians and dancers from Ethiopia.  Its musical 
traditions are rooted in the ancient azmari tradition of bardic minstrels: the dancers draw deeply 
from the well of tradition, but also tap joyously into their natural creativity. The group’s leader 
Melaku Belay is the world’s foremost interpreter of eskista, a traditional Ethiopian trance dance of 
athletic shoulder movements that presage hip hop dance moves like breaking and popping.   
 
Debo Band has won raves for its groundbreaking take on Ethiopian pop music, which 
incorporates traditional scales and vocal styles alongside American soul and funk rhythms, with 
instrumentation reminiscent of Eastern European brass bands.  The band’s boisterous, energetic 
performances routinely bring audiences to their feet.  Debo Band’s debut record was named one 
of NPR Music’s 50 Favorite Albums of 2012. 
 
 
IDEAS PROGRAMS 
 
Free lectures and conversations 
 
Aaron Neville: Artistic Home 
June 15 at 1pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Aaron Neville is a giant of American music whose roots are in New Orleans and Louisiana, and 
whose music has captured the imagination of generations of listeners.  Neville is opening the 
International Festival of Arts & Ideas with a concert on the Elm Stage on the evening of June 15; 
at this conversation, Neville will talk about his new record My True Story and provide a behind-
the-scenes glimpse into his music and his artistic heritage. 
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Made in Connecticut: Recipients of the Governor’s Arts Awards  
June 15 at 3pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Recipients of the State of Connecticut Governor’s Arts Awards from the worlds of music, poetry, 
visual arts and more will reflect on their own work, what it means to create locally, and the ways 
in which they engage with regional, national and international networks that foster creative talent 
while maintaining a home base in the state of Connecticut. The conversation will be moderated 
by Jock Reynolds, the The Henry J. Heinz II Director of the Yale University Art Gallery. 
 
Preparing for 2050: The Changing Face of Race in America 
June 16 at 1pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
This panel looks at the increasingly diverse and multi-cultural society that the United States is 
moving toward: 2013 is the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, and the 50th 
anniversary of both the March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  This panel includes Rev. Dr. Frederick "Jerry" Streets, former Yale University Chaplain, 
and pastor of Dixwell Congregational Church, and a panel of scholars, religious leaders and 
activists who look back, and also enrich our thinking about the next 50 years of race in America. 
Presented in collaboration with Yale Divinity School. 
 
Richard Sennett: Together—The Rituals, Pleasures and Politics of Cooperation  
June 16 at 3pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
 (FREE) 
 
Richard Sennett, author of Together—The Rituals, Pleasures and Politics of Cooperation, shares 
his observations about progressive directions for civic institutions and the human capacity to 
engage in collaborative discourse.  Living with people who differ—racially, ethnically, religiously, 
or economically—is the most urgent challenge facing civil society today. How can people 
cooperate across difference? What hinders the practice of skilled cooperation in society? Sennett 
writes about cities, labor, and culture, and teaches sociology at New York University and at the 
London School of Economics.   
 
Joshua Foer: The Hunter-Gatherer Life 
June 18 at 5:30pm 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
For 95% of the time that modern humans have lived on this planet, people have lived as hunter-
gatherers. Human beings have hunter-gatherer psychologies and hunter-gatherer bodies.  To 
understand who we are and where we come from, one has to understand what it means to live as 
a forager. Joshua Foer, author of Moonwalking with Einstein, is researching his latest book by 
embedding himself with one of the last groups of hunter-gatherers left, the Mbenjele pygmies of 
the remote northern Republic of Congo. Join him as he discusses what we can learn from them. 
 
Reintegrate: Enhancing Collaborations in the Arts and Sciences 
June 19 at 5:30pm 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
What happens when artists and scientists come together to truly collaborate and learn from each 
other?  The Arts Council of Greater New Haven has supported seven exceptional teams of artists 
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and scientists to develop several projects: Imagine the Higgs boson discovery being 
communicated through dance photography, peering into the depths of poverty thanks to an 
artist/geologist team who has sculpted the census, or glass makers getting together with 
surgeons to create colorful glass organs to emphasize the human body’s beauty and fragility. 
Science writer and journalist Carl Zimmer moderates discussion. 
 
Global Innovators: From Recession to Prosperity 
June 19 at 5:30pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
The global financial crisis left a permanent mark on our understanding of what it means to be 
prosperous, how to achieve prosperity, and the indelible mark this situation will leave on future 
generations. Thomson Reuters’ 2012 Top 100 Global Innovators report identifies the most 
innovative companies in the world. Panelists reflect on this study and discuss the direct 
correlation between innovation and economic prosperity. How do companies innovate, and how 
do regional and national strategies incentivize creative growth?  Connecticut has a history rich in 
innovation, from Eli Whitney inventing the cotton gin to the invention of the sewing machine to 
Sikorsky and the first successful helicopter in the Western Hemisphere.  How does our state 
participate in a global conversation about innovation? 
 
Simon Critchley and Jamieson Webster: Shakespeare, a Difference—Reinterpreting 
Hamlet and Other Plays 
June 22 at 1pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
 (FREE) 
 
Philosopher Simon Critchley and psychoanalyst Jamieson Webster bring diverse interpretive 
texts and tools to their provocative analyses of Shakespeare and Hamlet in particular, inviting us 
to consider new ways of engaging with revered text.  Critchley and Webster are the authors of 
Stay, Illusion! The Hamlet Doctrine. This talk is given in conjunction with Festival performances of 
Bristol Old Vic and Handspring Puppet Company’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream (see p. 6).  
 
Benjamin Barber: If Mayors Ruled the World  
June 22 at 3pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Cities are home to more than half of the world's population, and are the primary incubators of the 
cultural, social and political innovations that shape our planet. Benjamin Barber, author of the 
upcoming book If Mayors Ruled the World, proposes that cities represent a new paradigm of 
global governance - that democracy began in cities and works best in cities, and that networked 
cities working across borders can and already do solve global problems of climate change, 
immigration, security and transportation.  Barber is author of Strong Democracy: Participatory 
Politics for a New Age and Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the 
World. He is Senior Research Scholar at the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society of The 
Graduate Center, City University of New York. 
 
David Harrington and Wu Man: Inspiration, Collaboration and Making New Music 
June 23 at 1pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
The Kronos Quartet’s David Harrington and Wu Man, the celebrated Chinese pipa player, talk 
about the ideas that inform their work, the nature of their collaboration, and the transcendent 
possibilities of music.  Kronos is performing with Wu Man in a free performance on the New 
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Haven Green on Saturday June 22.  John Schaefer, host of WNYC’s Soundcheck and New 
Sounds, moderates the discussion.   
 
Shantala Shivalingappa, Byron Au Yong and Danny Mekonnen: Working Across Cultures 
and Forms to Break New Artistic Ground 
June 25 at 5:30pm 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
This panel will include Festival artists from around the world, including Shantala Shivalingappa, 
an Indian classical dancer from France; and Danny Mekonnen, leader of Debo Band, a world 
music band originally known for its take on Ethiopian pop music and now celebrated as an indie 
crossover success.  They are joined by Byron Au Yong, the composer of Stuck Elevator, whose 
compositions draw from traditional lineages in Japan and South Korea, as well as contemporary 
Southeast Asian idioms. The artists will discuss the special form of creativity inspired by cross-
cultural experiences. Journalist and cultural critic Siddhartha Mitter moderates.  
 
Demographics and the U.S. Workforce – Challenges and Opportunities 
June 26 at 5:30pm 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Baby boomers are retiring, employers are hard-pressed to find “knowledge workers” with 
scientific and technological skills, and key service-sector industries rely on low-wage workers, 
many of whom are immigrants. How are employers, policy makers, unions and advocates for low-
income workers assessing the challenges our country faces as we seek renewed prosperity, a 
ladder of opportunities that will generate growth, and an environment that positions the U.S. as a 
magnet for entrepreneurial creators?   
 
Marion Nestle: The Politics of Food 
June 27 at 5:30pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Marion Nestle is an acclaimed professor of nutrition and public health, as well as the award 
winning author of Food Politics: How the Food Industry Influences Nutrition and Health, Safe 
Food: The Politics of Food Safety, and What to Eat.   She specializes in the politics of food and 
dietary choice and examines scientific, economic and social issues on food choice on obesity.  
Nestle offers a passionate lecture in which she shares insights into the effects of food production 
on food safety, our environment, and access to food and nutrition. 
 
Rosanne Cash: Inspiration, Song Sense, and Lineage 
June 29 at 1pm 
Yale University Art Gallery, 1111 Chapel Street 
(FREE) 
 
Singer-songwriter Rosanne Cash, an icon of country and Americana music whose concert closed 
the 2012 Festival, joins us again at Festival 2013 to share her unique journey of personal and 
musical growth. The culminating speaker in the 2013 Ideas Series, Cash will send us on our way 
with her inspirational story, contemplating the legacy of her father Johnny Cash and her own 
individual and distinct successes.  Her story is a testament to vision, craft, and the art of knowing 
oneself. Cash has released 14 albums and is the author of several books, including Composed/A 
Memoir published in 2010.  Her fiction and essays have been published in The New York Times, 
Rolling Stone, The Oxford-American, New York Magazine, and various other periodicals and 
collections.  
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Additional programming 
 
Master Classes 
 
Master Classes offer Festival audiences the opportunity to extend the work on the Festival stages 
into their own lives.  World--class Festival artists host workshops and teach classes giving insight 
into the processes and techniques that went into their performances.  The current schedule 
includes master classes from David Dimitri of L’homme Cirque, a workshop with performers from 
Bristol Old Vic and Handspring Puppet Company’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, hip-hop with 
artists of Compagnie Käfig, a bhangra dance class with Funkadesi, and a class with Shantala 
Shivalingappa.  A complete schedule is available at http://artidea.org/masterclasses 
 
Walking Tours 
 
The Festival’s series of 29 walking tours gives Festival visitors an opportunity to explore the sites, 
neighborhoods, and history of New Haven in a fun and meaningful way.  Working with community 
partners and tour guides, the Festival develops tours that show off New Haven’s assets and 
reveal its hidden treasures.  Popular returning favorites include tours of the New Haven Crypt, 
Grove Street Cemetery, and the Gardens and Gargoyles of Yale. A complete schedule with 
descriptions is available at http://artidea.org/walkingtours 
 
Partners include Amistad Committee/Farmington Canal Rail to Trail Association, A Broken 
Umbrella Theater, City Seed, Center Church on the Green, Friends of the Grove Street 
Cemetery, Garden Club of New Haven, Inc. and the Committee of the Proprietors of the Common 
and Undivided Lands in New Haven, Gateway Community College, Lyric Hall, New Haven 
Museum, New Haven Preservation Trust, Orchard Street Shul, Shubert Theater, Yale Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale-China Association, Yale Visitors Center. 
 
Exhibition Tours & Gallery Talks 
 
11 tours and gallery talks are led by expert curators and guides, providing extra insight into 
exhibits and works of art on display in New Haven’s world-class museums. The series also 
includes tours of the newly expanded and renovated Yale University Art Gallery spaces.  Partners 
include the Yale University Art Gallery, Yale Peabody Museum. A complete schedule is available 
at http://artidea.org/exhibitiontours. 
 
Bike Tours 
 
New Haven is a vibrant cycling community! In these tours led by Elm City Cycling, bikers will see 
the sights, explore bike trails and paths, and discover a piece of local history. There are rides for 
all skill and experience levels. A complete schedule is available at http://artidea.org/biketours. 
 
This year’s 12 bike adventures include rides to the Hindinger Farm Strawberry Festival, West 
Rock, the East Coast Greenway, and Lighthouse Point, as well as a tours exploring the glory of 
Connecticut’s State Flower at Broken Arrow Nursery and Connecticut’s bicycle and corset history 
(in conjunction with A Broken Umbrella Theater’s performance Freewheelers at the Festival), plus 
a ride along all of the designated bike lanes in New Haven. 
 
Food Tours 
 
New Haven is a place for food lovers, and the Festival’s popular series of food tours and 
experiences seems to prove that point—many tours and experiences sell out well in advance.  
Events offer the opportunity to meet the chefs, watch a food demonstration, and sample delicious 
specialties of the house. Tours visit three restaurants; experiences are focused on a single 
location. Reservations are required for all Food Tours & Experiences. A full meal is not provided. 
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Tours & experiences are meant to offer a taste of the dishes experiences. A complete schedule is 
available at http://artidea.org/foodtours 
 
Partners include BAR, Caseus Fromagerie & Bistro, Cask Republic, Claire’s Corner Copia, Great 
Wall of China, Heirloom, Ibiza, Katalina’s Cupcakes, Sage American Grill & Oyster Bar, Soul de 
Cuba, Skappo, Thali, Yolande’s Bistro & Creperie, and Zinc. 
 
Noon to Night 
 
Tuesday through Friday, free performances on the New Haven Green main stage are offered at 
12pm and 6pm as part of the Festival’s Noon to Night series.  Audiences are invited to grab lunch 
or a post-work picnic and head to the New Haven Green for twice-daily doses of talented artists 
sharing music from around the world. Artists in this series are booked from around the region and 
represent cultures from around the world. Complete schedule is available at 
http://artidea.org/noontonight. 
 
This year’s line-up includes Inflame, The Mighty Soul Drivers, AS220 Criss Cross Orchestra, After 
Autumn, Goza Latin Jazz, Sambeleza, International Silat Federation of Indonesia and America, 
Washboard Slim and The Bluelights, Prester John, Liz McNicholl & The Crickstones, Zili Misik, 
String Theorie, Gumbo Diablo, Orquesta Afinke, Echo Uganda, and Moto. 
 
On Thursdays and Fridays at lunchtime, the Connection Fund offers Pizza Fest, featuring pizza 
from the finest pizzerias in New Haven for $1-$2 per slice. 
 
The String Quartet Truck 
 
Music Haven, which provides world-class performances and free after school education programs 
that build long-term relationships between professional musicians, children, and families in four 
high-poverty Empowerment Zone neighborhoods of New Haven, will run a String Quartet Truck 
during the first week of the Festival: June 17 to 21 from 12pm to 2pm, the Haven String Quartet, 
the resident ensemble at Music Haven, will perform live all over the city onboard a flatbed truck.  
Locations and details will be announced at a later date. 
 
Family Stage & Family Activities 
 
Free family performances are offered Tuesday to Friday at 1:15pm on the Festival’s Family 
Stage on the New Haven Green.  These shows are made especially for young audiences, 
featuring music, dance, theater, and interactive activities. This year’s schedule includes 
Faustwork Mask Theatre, The Little Farm Show, Ginga Brasileira, Antonio Rocha’s Jungle Tales, 
Dan Stevens and the Fiery Band, Beethoven’s Wig, Orquesta Afinke, and Vanessa Trien and the 
Jumping Monkeys.   
 
A complete schedule for the Family Stage is available at http://artidea.org/familystage 
 
On opening weekend, the Festival’s popular free family activity Box City returns to the New 
Haven Green.  Box City is a craft activity in which young city planners construct buildings and 
neighborhoods out of craft supplies and boxes; grown-up city planners and architects offer advice 
and distribute permits to Box City’s young entrepreneurs, and Box City TV reporters stream live 
coverage of the growing city to the Festival’s website.  Box City is open from 12pm-5pm on June 
15 and 16.  Also returning is the Yale Center for British Art’s Children’s Film Festival, occurring 
on June 15 at 10:30am and 1:30pm. 
 
Family-friendly ticketed performances include David Dimitri’s L’homme Cirque in a tent on the 
New Haven Green, Les 7 doigts de la main’s Sequence 8 at the Shubert Theater, and French-
Brazilian hip-hop ensemble Compagnie Käfig at the Shubert Theater.  $20 tickets for youth age 
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3-17 are available for all ticketed events (all children must have a ticket; children under 3 are not 
admitted to ticketed events). 
 
Weekend Showcase 
 
Weekend afternoons during the Festival are for the voices and talents of our own community.  
This series of performances on the Festival’s main stages on the New Haven Green showcases 
local performing artists, cultural groups, bands, and young talents.  Artists are chosen via 
application process in March and April.  A complete schedule will be posted in May at 
http://artidea.org/weekendshowcase 
 
 
Complete schedule, tickets, and more at artidea.org.  
 

#### 


