Dear Local 34 & 35 Members,

My name is Gary Holder-Winfield and I'm running to be your mayor.
I’m a union worker myself, at CSU-AAUP, and am proud of strong unions and good union jobs. I know that a union’s highest obligation is to its workers, to hear their voices and include them. But you won’t be hearing about my campaign from your union’s political leadership - when they invited mayoral candidates to seek your Executive Board’s endorsement they excluded other viable candidates. I'm writing now because I believe that you deserve to hear all of the viewpoints – just as I would like to hear yours.

My story begins in the housing projects, where my mother worked hard to support us and fought so we could get an education. When financial aid failed us, I joined the military so my sister could afford college and unlock the opportunities usually unavailable to people from our background. After serving five years in the Navy's nuclear power program, I came to New Haven to work and never left. That was thirteen years ago.

In those years I've dedicated myself to ensuring that New Haven's communities and young people have the opportunities they need to succeed, opportunities my mother had to fight to put in my family's reach. I started in politics as an education community activist, working with groups across the city to stand for better policy. Even when government acted like it could not hear, we pushed and pulled this city forward, reform by reform.

When change was coming too slowly to our city, I went to the state legislature to fight for you. In my time in the capitol, I have stood for the people of this city – first, last, and always. And now we can bring that mission to the Mayor's Office.

This year's Mayoral Election has quickly become the most contested race in a generation. When Mayor Destefano announced his retirement and withdrew from the race, many candidates saw a once in a lifetime opportunity to replace him. The field is now crowded with contenders, but there is a reason that I was in this race from the beginning, taking on the odds against a 20-year incumbent.

I didn't get into this race because it would be easy or convenient, but because I deeply believe that the way politics works in New Haven needs to change. Will we continue to be a city where decisions are made behind closed doors and in shadowy back-rooms? Or will we live in a city where the people have a voice, a choice, and a meaningful opportunity to be part of the civic process. I'm in this race because we can't afford more of the same.

In my time at the Capitol I have proved over and over that I am willing to challenge the status quo. From defeating the death penalty to outlawing transgender discrimination I have led from the front to do what is right, not what is expected or easy. I have not wavered in my commitment to this city, year after year, issue after issue, from handgun control to immigration reform to involving parents in education – I am the same on Monday as I was on Friday, the same in public as I am in private. That is the kind of mayor we need for New Haven.

We need to redefine the term 'executive'. The Mayor needs to lead from among the people, to hear input from all sides and work with the community to make plans for meaningful change. I'm running to be that kind of mayor - a new kind of mayor. It is time to turn the page on the politics of the past that have disenfranchised our residents and mired our city in scandals and lawsuits. This race is about the kind of democracy the people of New Haven deserve, and desperately need.
I'm asking today for your support, not for political favors or because someone told you to support me, but because you want to see a new kind of city government that works openly, honestly, and inclusively towards a better New Haven for all residents.
Your Voice

Your Choice

Your Mayor

Gary Holder-Winfield
