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NEW HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS RELEASE 2013 CMT/CAPT TEST SCORES: MIXED DISTRICT RESULTS MIRROR THOSE OF STATE


•
Trends remain positive over five year trajectory, new Superintendent calls for continued focus on long-term results in transition to new standards and reform phase


•
High school CAPT Scores reflect overall annual gain with growth in math and science that outpaces state results


•
Decline in grades 3 to 8 tests likely driven by shift of instruction to new, more focused academic standards

(New Haven, CT)—New Haven Public Schools today followed the State Department of Education in releasing the results of last academic year’s standardized test results, which underscore the district’s ongoing reform initiative to improve long-term student results.  The results show the effects of the district’s efforts to improve high schools while declining results in the earlier grades reflect the challenge of tracking student learning as the state transitions to new learning standards. 

“Our results this year confirm the need to extend and deepen New Haven School Change,” said new Superintendent Garth Harries. “Our high schools should feel good that their hard work is paying off with stronger Connecticut Academic Performance Test scores. While I certainly would have preferred to see test scores go up in grades three to eight, I recognize that we have focused our student instruction not on the CMT tests, but on the more meaningful standards of college and career readiness reflected in the Common Core of State Standards.”

“We ask our students to focus on the long-term, and on high standards – we need to do the same thing,” emphasized Harries.

The Common Core of State Standards, adopted by 48 states, reflect a conviction that students should be prepared for college and career by learning deeply about important topics and competencies, rather than more superficial learning in a broad array of topics.  

New Haven will have implemented the Common Core curriculum in English and Math in all grades in the upcoming year.  The CMT, however, continues to test the broader range of topics, which in many cases are no longer taught in New Haven classes in the same year in which the test is administered.  For example, the third grade curriculum no longer includes introduction to probability and statistics (now reserved for later grades) in order to allow 3rd grade students to form a stronger foundation in numbers, operations, and algebraic thinking. However, the CMT still tests for probability and statistics. 

In reading, the CMT test emphasizes students making personal connections to whatever they are reading, but the new common core curriculum focuses instead on a deeper exploration and text-based evidence from the reading.

Annual Results and Long Term Trends

The Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) is administered in reading, writing, math and science to all 10th graders.  Across all subjects on the CAPT test, 60.6 percent of students were proficient or above compared to 59.6 percent last year and 57.4 percent in 2008. This year, 24.5 percent of students scored at goal or above as compared to 23.4 percent last year and 18.6 percent in 2008. 

Though CAPT results for the district mirror those for the state, district gains in math and science from 2012 to 2013 outpaced those of the state. Math increases at goal for the state were 3.3 percent whereas New Haven saw 4.1 percent growth.  In science at the goal level, the state increased 1.7 percent while New Haven increased by 4.9 percent. 

In recent years, responding in part to the urgency of preparing students for 21st century careers, the district has emphasized Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) – an emphasis contributing to accelerating increases in test scores in both Math and Science.  

New Haven’s long term growth at the high school level also outperformed state trends. Since 2008, the district has increased the percent of students scoring proficient by 3.2 percentage points whereas the state saw a decline of 0.2 percent. At the goal level, New Haven increased by 5.9 percent over the last five years while the state increased by 3.1 percent.

The Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) tests are administered in reading, writing, and math to all students in grades three to eight and in science to students in grades five and eight. Test results on the CMT for 2013 show an annual decline of students scoring proficient or above on the CMT by 2.4 percentage points across all subjects and an overall decline of students scoring at goal by 2.2 percentage points. 

The test score drops were particularly stark in the third grade, which is the first year of testing, with a 9.4 percent drop in proficiency overall and an 11.7 percent drop in proficiency in Math. Furthermore, the transition to the new Common Core State Standards (CCSS) resulted in a shifting of curriculum priorities among several grade levels, especially among grades three to eight. Many concepts still tested on the third grade CMT were not covered in the new third grade curriculum, for example, in exchange for a deeper understanding and mastery of fewer concepts. 

“We started redesigning our curriculum for the 2011-12 school year, and this past year we very much accelerated our adoption of new standards and teaching methods reflected in the Common Core of State Standards,” explained Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Imma Canelli. “We know it is the right thing for our kids, long-term, to be focused already on these clearer and higher standards…but it is definitely awkward that the CMT continues to reflect the old standards.”

The district’s yearly declines mirror drops in percentages of students at proficient and goal that occurred around the state, particularly in those districts that began implementation of common core curriculum and instruction. Across all grades, state data showed drops in math, reading, writing, and science that were also evident in New Haven’s results. 

Over the last five years, however, New Haven continues to show a closing of the achievement gap compared to the state. Across all grades and subjects, New Haven has increased its percentage of students at proficient or above by 7.3 percent whereas the state increased by 2.6 percent. At goal and above, New Haven has gained 7.6 percent since 2008, while the state increased by 3.8 percent.

Another promising long term trend comes from cohort data, tracking the third grade class in 2008 to their eighth grade year in 2013. Reading scores have seen a dramatic increase of 36.1 percent of students at proficient and above with an 8.5 percent increase in math and 5.3 percent increase in writing. “In all disciplines, and particularly in reading, the longer students are with us, the better they do – we are proud of that result,” said Superintendent Harries.  

In addition to CMT and CAPT assessments, which are administered in early March, the district continues to assess students throughout the year and adjust instruction accordingly. The district data on measures such as the Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) assessment shows that students continue to advance their skills from March to June. Of the 29 schools that administer the test, 86 percent show significant improvement from fall to spring DRP at the end of the year. This data, along with multiple other measures, is used to refine instruction and target interventions for students in the following school year.

School-by-School Analysis

On the CAPT exam, five out of nine high schools improved across all subjects at the goal level, while two had mixed results and two declined.  Engineering & Science University Interdistrict Magnet School (ESUMS) students took the CAPT test for the first time, and they led the district in reading at 82.5 percent in the school’s first year of testing. Metropolitan Business Academy posted large gains of 6.0 percent at the proficient and above level and 10.0 percent at the goal and above level across all grades and subjects while Career increased its students scoring goal and above across all grades and subjects by 7.9 percent.

Both Hillhouse and Wilbur Cross High Schools posted yearly gains of 2.2 percent and 1.4 percent at proficient and above, respectively, across all subjects in their third year as transformation schools. The district’s Commissioner’s Network school High School in the Community also increased across all subjects by 2.0 percent at the proficient level and 8.2 percent at goal. 

“While we know that we have much work ahead of us at HSC, we are glad that our early focus on mastery-based learning has contributed to good gains on CAPT,” said Dave Cicarella, President of the New Haven Federation of Teachers, the management partner for HSC.

Three of the district’s four K-8 turnaround schools showed progress on the CMT with third year schools showing the most long-term growth. Clemente, in particular, is in the second year of turnaround, a time when many of the district’s turnarounds have seen accelerating academic progress. Brennan-Rogers and Hill Central have made consistent growth two years in a row.

Turnaround Year
School
Growth at Proficient or Above – All Subjects and Grades
Growth at Goal or Above – All Subjects and Grades

Year 2
Clemente 
2.1 percent
1.4 percent

Year 2
Wexler-Grant
- 8.8 percent
- 7.6 percent

Year 3
Brennan-Rogers
13.1 percent
6.3 percent

Year 3
Hill Central
5.1 percent
2.7 percent

Over the past three years, Barnard, one of the district’s Tier III improvement schools, has increased by 2.8 percent for students at proficient or above across all grades and subjects, boosted by a 13.9 percent gain in science and 8.3 percent gain in math during that time span. Barnard also increased by 2.1 percent for students at goal or above across all grades and subjects with a 12.6 percent gain in science and 4.7 percent gain in math. Brennan-Rogers has seen an increase in the percentage of students at proficient and at goal in every subject across all grade levels with an overall increase of 13.1 percent at proficient or above across all subjects and grades and 6.3 percent for students at goal or above.

Other schools to highlight on CMT progress include ESUMS and Ross/Woodward, which all posted gains of 2.8 percent and 3.1 percent in students at proficient or above on average across all subjects and grade levels, respectively. Additionally, Columbus saw a 10.0 percent increase in students scoring at proficient and goal in reading across all grade levels. Fair Haven saw gains of 2.3 percent, 6.2 percent, and 2.9 percent across all grades at proficient in reading, writing, and science, respectively. Nathan Hale continued to perform near the top of the district, while still showing improvement in proficiency in all subjects. 
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