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Telephone:  (203) 773-1169
                                                                               


         E-mail: Ward19@newhavenct.net

           
 January 21, 2014


Hon. Jorge L. Perez


President, Board of Alders


165 Church Street


New Haven, CT 06510-2010

Dear President Perez:

I would like to respectfully submit to the Board of Alders as a communication, the attached entitled Ordinance Amendment Concerning Utility Line Clearance Regarding Tree Pruning, Trimming and Tree Removals. 
The law generally requires the utility companies to get the consent of the adjoining property owner before trimming any tree that is on or hangs over a highway or public property, but provides mechanisms for trimming if the owner does not consent.
The law also requires the utility companies to submit annual plans to the State Department of Energy and Environmental Protection for maintaining their systems, which include tree-trimming programs.  

Connecticut General Statutes, § 16-234, bars utility companies from cutting or trimming any tree on a highway or public ground or that hangs over such property without the adjoining property owner's consent. 

New Haven residents require and deserve safe, reliable electrical service, but not at the expense of good arboriculture.

Therefore, it is fitting and appropriate that the proper officials of the City of New Haven be notified and consulted prior to trimming, pruning or removal of any tree by utility companies operating within the city limits.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,

Hon. Michael A. Stratton

Alder, Ward 19
Attachment 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT CONCERNING UTILITY LINE CLEARANCE REGARDING TREE PRUNING, TRIMMING AND TREE REMOVALS
WHEREAS: The law generally requires the utility companies to get the consent of the adjoining property owner before trimming any tree that is on or hangs over a highway or public property, but provides mechanisms for trimming if the owner does not consent; and

WHEREAS: the law also requires the utility companies to submit annual plans to the State Department of Energy and Environmental Protection for maintaining their systems, which include tree-trimming programs; and 

WHEREAS: CGS § 16-234 bars utility companies from cutting or trimming any tree on a highway or public ground or that hangs over such property without the adjoining property owner's consent; and

WHEREAS: New Haven Residents require and deserve safe, reliable electrical service, but not at the expense of good arboriculture; and
WHEREAS:  it is fitting and appropriate that the proper officials of the City of New Haven be notified and consulted prior to trimming, pruning or removal of any tree by utility companies operating within the city limits.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Alders, that the Code of Ordinances be amended by adding in a new section under the Departments of Parks, Recreation and Trees relating to the utility line clearance: tree trimming, pruning, and removal to the City’s Department of Parks,   Recreation and Trees relating to the utility line clearance: tree pruning, trimming and removals be approved as follows:
a. The Tree Warden for the City of New Haven permits utility companies to prune, trim or remove trees for the clearance of electrical utility lines but only to mutually agreed upon specifications that are strictly supervised by the City’s Department of Parks, Recreation and Trees personnel.

b. “6 Inch Rule” regarding Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) Punning Along “backbone” Circuits:  The City of New Haven does not permit “ground to sky” pruning for any utility line clearance maintenance.  Town trees with limbs equal to or greater than 6 inches in diameter that are located more than or equal to 15 feet over electrical conductors or structurally strong weeded trees may remain if they are determined to be healthy and not structurally defective, split, decayed, poorly crotched, lion-tailed, or insect infested.  The limbs shall remain and may be pruned to lighten their weight. 
c. If the utility company desires to prune or remove trees, it is the responsibility of the utility company or the contractor(s) to contact the City’s Tree Warden and obtain written permission for the trees they want to prune or remove or the specific area they wish to work in.

d. Tree warded must be notified each morning where crews will be working in the City.

e. Any tree permitted for removal by the Tree Warden shall be posted for a period of ten days and subject to a public hearing if contested.  Any tree that is determined to be a hazardous tree by the Tree Warden may be removed without posting.

f. City trees designated to be pruned shall be considered a “light prune” as per utility companies’ specifications.

g. All tree work shall be done in conformance with standard practices for tree pruning and published tree pruning guidelines.

h. The City of New Haven understands the necessity of electrical transmission line protection and supports appropriate pruning of individual trees, leaving strong limbs and branches that are not in contact with electrical conducting lines.  Tree pruning should be approached on a tree by tree basis not as an indiscriminate application of predetermined spatial criteria, i.e., “Pruning Corridor” dimensions of 8ft on either side, 15 ft. above and 10 ft. below distribution lines.

i. Failure to follow the conditions of a permit shall be cause for the revocation of the permit.
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