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Honorable Tyisha Walker-Myers 
President, New Haven Board of  Alders 

Dear President Walker-Myers, 

I would like to respectfully submit to the Board of  Alders as a Communication, the attached Order calling for a public 
hearing to discuss the assignment of  voting at polling places citywide, and the possibility of  implementing practices to 
alleviate unnecessary voter confusion, as well as to include general discussion of  the city’s voting process, including Election 
Day Registration (EDR).    

I am concerned that the city's current system for picking polling locations for residents risks making it more difficult for 
people to vote, which in turn risks disenfranchising voters. For instance, for the November 6, 2018 election, residents of  
Ward 7 were sent to four different polling places to vote: Wexler-Grant School, the Augusta Lewis Troup School, the New 
Haven Free Public Library at 133 Elm St., and 200 Orange St.  The city's ward boundaries do not align with the state 
assembly and senate boundaries, so the ballots differ depending on where people live within the ward.  I appreciate that this 
creates logistical challenges for our Registrar's Office, but I do not think the current way of  addressing the challenge is 
ideal. My concern is not only that Ward 7 residents are voting in different places from each other, it is that many of  them 
vote in different places in different elections and this leads to confusion.  For example, residents of  100 York St., a large 
downtown building, voted at 200 Orange Street in the November 2017 city election, voted at Troup School for the 2018 
Primary, and at Wexler-Grant School for the 2018 General Election.   

Meanwhile, until I alerted the city on October 18, 2018, the city website said all of  Ward 7 voted at 200 Orange Street for the 
November 6, 2018 election.  Having four different locations for one ward to vote risks errors on the part of  the Registrar’s 
Office and, understandably, voters. And if  a voter accidentally goes to the wrong location, there is a significant risk they will 
not have time to go to the correct location, and simply will not vote.  I know of  at least one other ward where some 
residents have to shift locations depending on if  it is a state or a local election, and where voters are sent to multiple 
locations. There may be others, so my concern is a citywide concern. I use Ward 7 as the example because it is what I am 
most familiar with.  

In addition, during the recent November 6 election, concerns were expressed by residents about the city’s voting process in 
general, including issues which arose at polling places, as well as problems with implementation of  Election Day 
Registration.  

I request that the appropriate alder committee hold a public hearing to find out how many wards such practices impact, and 
ask why there cannot be different sets of  ballots and ballot readers at a polling place to accommodate the differences 
between wards in state election years, such as is currently done with Wards 9 and 10 both voting at Wilbur Cross High 
School for city elections. Also, it would be very helpful for such hearing to involve a comprehensive discussion of  the city’s 
voting process, including Election Day Registration (EDR), to review the current situation and practices, and consider ways 
in which the citywide voting process might be improved more broadly. Thank you for your consideration of  the request to 
hold a public hearing on this matter of  concern to many of  our residents. 

Respectfully submitted,  

ABIGAIL ROTH                                 



Alder, Ward 7                                                                        

ORDER OF THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF ALDERS CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS 
THE ASSIGNMENT OF VOTING AT POLLING PLACES CITYWIDE, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF  
IMPLEMENTING PRACTICES TO ALLEVIATE UNNECESSARY VOTER CONFUSION, AS WELL AS TO 
INCLUDE GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE CITY’S VOTING PROCESS, INCLUDING ELECTION DAY 
REGISTRATION.    

WHEREAS: It would be very constructive to hold a public hearing before the appropriate aldermanic committee to discuss 
the assignment of  voting at polling places citywide, and the possibility of  instituting practices to alleviate unnecessary voter 
confusion wherever possible, as well as to include general discussion of  the city’s voting process, including Election Day 
Registration (EDR); and  

WHEREAS: there is concern that the city's current system for picking polling locations risks making it more difficult for 
people to vote, which in turn risks disenfranchising voters; and  

WHEREAS: in addition, during the recent November 6, 2018 election, concerns were expressed by residents about the 
city’s voting process in general, including issues which arose at polling places, as well as problems with implementation of  
Election Day Registration; and  

WHEREAS: for instance, for the November 6 election, residents of  Ward 7 were sent to four different polling places to 
vote: Wexler-Grant School, the Augusta Lewis Troup School, the New Haven Free Public Library at 133 Elm Street and 200 
Orange Street; and  

WHEREAS: it is not only concerning that Ward 7 residents are voting in different places from each other, but it is especially 
confusing that many of  them vote in different places in different elections – for example, residents of  100 York St., a large 
downtown building, voted at 200 Orange Street in the November 2017 city election, then voted at Troup School for the 2018 
Primary, and at Wexler-Grant School for the 2018 General Election; and  

WHEREAS: it is very confusing for voters to have to go to several different locations to vote in the course of  a year, and 
risks error, and a voter who accidentally goes to the wrong location, faces significant risk they will not have time to go to the 
correct location, and simply will not vote; and  

WHEREAS: furthermore, until I alerted the city on October 18, 2018, the city website said all of  Ward 7 voted at 200 
Orange Street for the November 6, 2018 election, further frustrating and perplexing voters; and  

WHEREAS: it’s understood that the city's ward boundaries do not align with the state assembly and senate boundaries, and 
so the ballots differ depending on where people live within the ward which creates logistical challenges for our Registrar's 
Office, but it does not seem that the current way of  addressing this situation is ideal - I know of  at least one other ward 
where some residents have to shift locations depending on if  it is a state or local election, and there may be others so it is a 
citywide concern; and  

WHEREAS: I believe it would be very constructive for the appropriate alder committee to hold a public hearing to 
determine how many wards such practices impact, and ask why there cannot be different sets of  ballots and ballot readers at 
a polling place to accommodate differences between wards in state election years, such as is done with Wards 9 and 10 both 
voting at Wilbur Cross High School for city elections which shows it is clearly possible to have different ballots and ballot 
readers in one polling location to potentially reduce confusion and frustration and encourage greater civic engagement; and 

WHEREAS: it would also be very helpful for such hearing to involve a comprehensive discussion of  the city’s voting 
process, including Election Day Registration (EDR), to review the current situation and practices, and consider ways in 
which the citywide voting process might be improved.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that the New Haven Board of  Alders conduct a public hearing  
with Democratic Registrar of  Voters Shannel Evans and Republican Registrar Delores M. Knight to discuss the assignment 
of  voting at polling places citywide, and the possibility of  implementing practices to alleviate unnecessary voter confusion, 
as well as to include general discussion of  the city’s voting process, including Election Day Registration. 


